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OF- THE 


urch of / 


Eſpecially, as compared with thoſe of the 


CHURCH of ENGLAND, 


In which it is ſhewn, 


Sits A 


That whatever the. 


rational Proviſion for it, nor 
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A DISCOURSE 
Concerning the en 2} 
OF T HE 


Church of Bois: &e: 


;Tis certainly.c one of the greateſt Commendations 
' that can begiven of any Church, or Body of. Chri- 
+090 that aman can,with Truth afficm of it, that 2 
| . the:Dofrineswhich they, profeſs, the-Rulesand "2 
> Orders-under -which they Wo that the Frame 3 
and. Conſtitution of the Church ——_ direRlyto.make 4 
men more pigus and devout,; more-penitent. and: inorti- 
fied, more heavenly, minded, -and-every way of better 
Livesthan the way. and; profeſſion. of 'other. Chriſtians 
For to-work. men upto. this holy: Frame and Diſpofitior 
was one of the-main deſigns of .the-Goſpel of- 
which intends.to governmens Agions, and Sr their 
| ear ered Cre g mw JON 
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of this Life; the Goſpel is moſt fr uent in commenda- 
tion of the humble lowly and mortifying Vertues, which 
would reduce the Mind to it ſelf, and keep Men with- 
in due Bounds, a6d teach 'them how td behave them- 
ſelves towards God, and tolive in a due regardto ano- 
ther Life. 

Now there is ſcarcely any thing which the Church 
of Rame dath more often urge for. hey ſelf; or withgrea- 
ter Confidence pretend te excel the Church of Erghend 
in, than by endeavouring to perſwade, that the Frame 
of their Church is more Feed | for the exciting of Devoti- 
on and a good Life than ours is. And fo they will boaſt 
of their ae Metin ne] he e A $1 i day th 
Faſts and Hheſtich9d 
conſtancy * afhd' FS of eo TY 
them ; and would thence inferre, that that an = 
be the beſt Religion, or way of ſerving God in w h 
mf nn te are en oſx '>s T4 obſerved, Phar the * 


well be £004 ch exceMent Fraitr, and that i! 
they have this to hu 
oe = boat thee in their = Mar there is atlea(t 
forewhat more likethatgrear Selfcdenial-and Mortiffcati- 
on ſo'often made neceſſary under the Goſpel, t thavisto be 
found in the Refortncd Charches, ' or particulafiyin the 
Ehtreh of Enelend.Nowlaying afide all Difpuresconcer: 
ning PoinsofDo@vine,in cortroverfiebetweewthem =_ 
us,10 which it hath been'abundant fhewh,chat: 
in rabters of Faith; and that'tn'\ they differ 
us, they differ 0G books the Sertprure, ed char ne 
Chirel! of Chriſt in aNithe beſt Ages 3TH confine thy 
ſelf eo'exatnine their Propence $8 Devotios, phere I doubr 
not/but it will ſafficiendly-appear, thet they are asmuch 
deficient alſd/in lax of Pradliees. 'that there/js noe 
chat true Pot Fo Yor ſach 'Devotiois-as God 
gevepts, nor that ei Proviſion nude for it, ___ 
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real-Pradtice of it which they ckbfribhe whit 
but that evenabe ine wht the pretend to, is fach'as 
doth b ; nomeans bei x cruly Chitian Spirits A 
Il in this Methods © —_ 
1. Iilinſtance inthe fevers Expreſſions of Devott 
an, the Motives to it, or Afﬀiiſtances of it, which the 
Church of Rowe pravacs to, phe which ſhe is uſed 


3« And chewhownherthey refs Ge fiber eto 

true Devotion, that many thitig + both} their D: ring 
and Diſcipline direftly/tend to ruQion ofit:- 
1. 4 Fil ſhew what-exectlent Provi ne it tk 
Chucch of England, for the du&exerci all *the parts 
of Devotion, and what Btreſs is lajd-onf it,” and on a 
Life among-us. | 

Firſ, Though Devotion is: ry and ei in 
the mitd, a due fenſe Media; elipion; © #Yvor 
Cufficient if it ſtop there 5 For there/are certain hehicl 
Ads Sy are either in themſelves natural and 


Expreſſions, or elſe are hve 4 ane of us oy God, 


as Dutics of Rehigion; the tem- 
per.of our Minds3 pert rm d Ats of Devori- 
on. And all the Commendation that ean be given 'of 
any Church, on'Account of Devotion, ruſt be ether, 
thadthere i is a true Foundation aid forir inc Minds 
ape rr ops aan made for the due Exerciſe 
& = ven"to'it, 'and a abhy, 
ſtei& Pres h i ce of it obſervable arhong che ther. 
And pays are 2 Gron chi which are not at allimf 
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- . For it-is obſerved that they of the Church. of Rowe 
oftentimes inſtead; of di/pute, endeavour to: work on 
our People, and./ to0 en; prevail, by appealing to 
matters of PradGice, viſfible:to'every ones:Eye;antAr- 
gument to. which men/ need not 'uſe-their; Reaſon, 'bur 
their- Senſe 5 and. this: will, ( Gy..they ) ſufficiently 
convinceany of the excellency af our way.. * For here 
< are ſeveral things uſed $0 ID ions of 
& Deuetion,xery acceptabletpGadandiuitableis a | 
« Chriſtian | (5 wm which are either not'at all 'uſed'in 
& the Church of. Englang,..or at leaſt not in 'that De- 
grec and Meaſure, and. yet all-thaſe-that are uſed in the 

burch, of: Erglapgy.: ay! thay, are 'uled among us : 

or we. not: onky;enjayn,.,and; praiſe conſtaiit ufe of 
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<« and: Preachipg; of; the; Word, Sacraments, ;and' what 
ever 1s uſed in the Kr on cngiags 3: but. we have 
< belides ſeveral things whieh,are as well proper Expreſ- 
<« Gong of elder Helps and'Affifiances. whictrare 
* not. uſed among the Proteſtantss, ThePrinaipul:things 
which they urge are ſuch as theſe; 22 0 2 

'e, They blame.the Reformation in. general, as well 
as the Church of Exglexd,, for the want of Monaſteries 
20) gious Houſes, which/ate ſo nutie- 


and ſy ch othep, vp 244 - args 
xous.10. the Popifh Countries, whexe Holy: Med arid Wo- 


men being ſhut up, and. having bid adieu to-the; World; 


bve as in Heaven in conſtant Exerciſe of-praifingof' God 
Night and. Day, and of. praying; to him for the:;Church 
ſelves; and who are not oply, ſo beneficiabea the World, 
by the conſtancy of -theis Prayers; but a)fo- by: their 


Example putting, others 10 .mind of 'Raligion,//and 'of 


ier, r Circumſtances, i[ive-ina' con 
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- m. Scripture, - and was ſo praQtiſed'by Holy Men almoſt 
; ffom+ the beginning of Chriſtianity; "and are'as it'wete 
; conſtant Preachers of HolineG and: Mortification, who 
.tho' they do indeed ſtay here in the World below; yet 
converſe not in it, but-are in ſome Senſe out of it, and 
live iabove'it.: {51115-5417 25 4222600 515 IR RT 
- 2. They ſometimes alſo: boaſt of the' extraordinary 
Charity, and Liberality to all .good and! Holy Uſes 
.preſfed - and nn among' them, which-isbutſpa- 
ringly uſed, ſay:they, among theProteſtants 5 Eſpecially 
.thair <xceſlive .Expence and: 'Coſt in building and 
;endowing- Monaſteries,  ereQting- Churches;® Chappels 
-and; Croſles, their ſa pompous adorning 'the'Places /de- 
. dicated| ro: the Worſhipiof:@od, beſides their! Charita- 
. ble. AGiſtance, and relief which:they :afford to the Bo- 


dies of the Living, and the Souls of the Dead; ard no 


Man can deny but Charity: is a certain Evidence, as well 
-38:a;great branch and duty of true Religion and Deva- 
tion: | got; 
-i1:3- $omerimes/ they: glory: inthe: great; fwuniber of 
Saints commemorated 'in- their! Church, andi'dying*in 
the Communion of it, and urge them as a forcible Exam- 
ple $0. others, and. a mighty'incentive.te. Devotionzthey 
thipk alſarit redounds-much:to:the: Honour). and/ Com 
Mendatiod of their Church to.-have:bad:fich! glorious 
Membetrs-of it;- and: twit us:as- they think«{everely; 
whenthey ask/ us; what Saints we have of 'our Church, 
Felivale and Holiay, where ſhould: obſerve ſo few 


Feſtivals and Holidays; whereas the vety many: days ſet 
apart{intheir-Church.in memory of) ther ſeveral Saints, 
they think not only afford properOctafions,: forall Acts 
of Religion 5 but are a-ſign- of their: being-leſs addied 
to.this World, when ſo:great apartof theirtimeis ſpedt 
iathe$ervice.of God; and that Picty;and Devotioniare 
agpnfiderable part df: their BriineGand $4, 5 
bans | ' - + Lney, 


v3; % 3 


4. They urge alſo the multitude of Pictures and [ma- 
ges of ſeveral Famous Men and Women, who have in 
an eminent manner ſerved and pleaſed God, and been 
inſtrumental in converting the World, as very pro-. 
per Aſliſtances of a Mans Devotion; inſtructing ſome, 
C they being the Books of the Unlearned, and ently af- 
- {ing and alluring all to the Imitation of the Perſons 
R. whom they repreſent. {+ 264 hep | 

/ 5- Sometines.they commend their Church for theFa- 
ſtings, and other Adsof Severity and Mortification, uſed 
not only by the Menks and Regulars, but by. all forts 
of Men, according to the Rules of their Church, on ſet 
days of the Week or Seaſons. of the Yearz' as well as 
fach Auſteritics as are enjafned by their Confeſlors, by 
way of Penance 3 their: going bare-foot and bare-head- 
<d 1nProceſlions, their whipping and laſhing themſelves, 
their drawing great Chains and Weights after them, as 
great and proper Inſtances of Self-denial and Devo- 
tion. | | 

6. They place alſo a great Deal of Religion'in Pilgri- 

mag which the more Peres ſort take, andf{pend thy 
Eſtates, and ſometimes their Livesin,to Jeruſalem, Rowe, 
Loreito, Monnt-ferrat,coSt. Thomas, at Canterbury St. Wine- 
frid's Wel,or ſome fuch other places where ſome extraor- 
dinary Perſon hath lived, or fome —_ OO 
left, or where they reckon God hath on ſome Occaſion 
or other w ly. manifeſted himſelf z and they 
reckon that the very viſiting or kiſſing theſe, are either 
an Argument of truly Devout Minds, or that which 
will make them ſo. And their Manuals” or 'Books 
which their Priefts give into the Peoples Hands, do not 
fail by all the art imaginable, to endeavour to ſcrew up 
Mens Devotion,” even to rapture and extaſie in Com- 
mendation of theſe Pradtifes and Orders, even av if they 
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and Devotion without theſe, and that where there are 


theſe things prattifed, it is a certain _— — —— 
- + ove as it ought, and Piety hin the high- 

A beſides theſe Matters of PraQtce, there are alſo 
feveral Doftrines, and Opinions peculiar to themſelves, 
whichthey reckon do naturally tend to the Advance- 
ment of true Devotion. As, 

7. Their Doqrine concerning the Interceffion of 
Seints for us, and the Advantage of Invocation or Pray- 
er to them, and that we of the Church of Erelend 
want one of the greateſt Encoura ts toPrayer and 
Devotion that can be, who neither own nor make uſe 
of. theſe Helps, and therefore that we cannot have ſuch 
hope of Succeſs and Bleffing as they have. 

8. Their Doqrine concerning 'the Merit of Good 
Works and Supererogation,is of the ſame Nature, in their | 
eſteem + For the <a rtateed mbar a, 1 arr Ai: 
the greater Tnconmagement is there to the” Pe 
of "it, and therefore ſurely it maſt be «moſt irreftible 
motive to Devotion, to perfivade men that the worth 
ahd 'value of iis fach, as that Miees'e by-it -o 
chaſe Heaven not” only for your felves, "bur for 0) 


a 

9. Their belief of Purgatory, and of the reels 
Prayers: for 'the Dexd, 'dorh naturally” tend to 'exctte 
men to Devotion, iy they 3 for heren@ reaterScope- 
and Oceaſion for our Pruyets, 'we may 'tobein- 
DI , more Prone” to be refieved- 
a our ayers] thar are as 
— a. * 


Garth od ea) ow TT where the 
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net received and-prattiſed-: For a particular Confeffion 
of all Sins to-a Prieſt being ſo ſtritly required, they ſay - 
isthereadicſt way to bring men to a Senſe of and ” | 
for their Sins; and Penance being alſo impoſed. preſent- 

ly 'on ther, will ſurely make Men to be more afraid of 
ſinning again when they ſee it muſt coſt them fo dear, 
and-that they may not deſpair or.deſpond, by Reaſon 


of the Multitude or Weight /of their. -former Sins, but : 


may be encouraped' to-ſtrive more earneſtly againſt Sin 
for the future, the Prieſt gives them Abſolution of what 
is paſſed, at the ſame time-encouraging their hope, as 
well as exciting their fear, and endeavouring. by the 
ſame Method both to allure, to force and to fhame-Men_ 
into Amendment. | is 
Laſtly they infilt'much alſo on theValidity of thejrOr-: 
dinations, the Truth and Succeflion Unity- and Au- 
thority, of their Churcb,and the Obedience that is pay- 
ed tothe Rules and Qrders of it, as mighty Helps and \ 
Aſfiſtances, and Encouragements to Devotion 5 when 
they are ſo ſure of the Sacraments being -duly admini- 
ftred, andall other AQts of Authority rightly performed, 
when the Laws of the Church, for the -Pumiſhment of - 
Offenders are duly executed, and..,when,the Chugch 
hath Power to oblige all to an Uniform and Regular. 
PraQiice. . If TYo is 1940 
All theſe things, fay. they, do either encourage-and; 
excite-men to Devotion, or affiſt or dire& them in the exe: 
erciſe of. jt, give more room oraffard-betterOccaſions for. 
it, or elſe ſhowmorefully the. Neceſſity of ſuch fand;fach ; 
parts of it then what is received .and pradiſed-1n' the. 
Church of Ezgland ;and therefore the Church; of. nglang. 
that wantstheſe wanteth alſo much oftheOccaſite, Matter, 
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they are a more: devout People; whatever their Belief is, 
their PraZice is more agreable to that Self-denial and 
Mortification commanded in Scripturezthat God is more 
conſtantly and reverently ſerved among them than he is 
among usz that they take more Pains, are at more Coſt 
and Trouble in the Worſhip of Gad, which. they think 
is an Inſtance of a good religious mind, and will be 
moſt ſecure of God's Acceptance. _ :; GET: Ping 
Theſe are, I think indeed, the moſt that they do-urge 
for themſelves in this point, and there is ſomething bf 
appearance of Truth in all this, Moſt of theſe Indan- 
ces are ſuch as may. perhaps be very taking ar ficſt ſight 
with ſome people, they having a ſhew of Regularuy, 
Strigne(s and. Severity, or clſe of being proper Helps 
and Afliſtances of Devotion: For Men are; wont to ad- 
mire any thing that looks odd. or big, eſpecially. if 0- 
thers have but the Confidence highly to praiſe and ex» 
tol it, But if we: examine them, we. ſhall find them to 
fall infinitely ſhort of ſuch ſpecious Pretences ; ſome of 
them to be unlawful, and thoſe that are good in them- 
ſelves, to be ſome way or other ſpoiled in the uſe of 
them 3” always they err in ſome material part or Circum- 
ſtance; and taken. all together, they have. nothing in 
rhem which evidence any true devout Temper, either 
deſigned to be wroughtby the Church,or aQually work- 
ivg in the. People; Much leſs do they beſpeak greater 
Devotion than. is required and pradtiſed. in our Church. 
For it hath been well obſerved by. the judicious Sir 


Edwin Sandys, that:the Church of Rome hath fo contri- 


ved ity Rules and Orders, as rather to comply with,and 
fit every Temper and Inclination goed or. bad, than to 
work any. real good <tte& on any. And therefore as it 
hath ſeveral things which openly agree with, and pleaſe 
the profane and debauch'dz ſoit muſt be grante 

it hath ſomewhat al a with: : 
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melancholly Temper, where the devoutly diſpoſed may 
find ſomewhat an agreeable Retreat And therefore 
one would be apt to fuſpe& that the moſt ſtrit and ſe- 
vere of their Orders, were kept up rather out of a poli- 
tick end, to pleaſe and quiet the People, than really to 
advance true Piety to God and Devotion. But however 
It is plain, that taking the whole Frame of that Church 
together, it doth not deſign to promote ferious and 
true Devotion; but only to make a Noiſe, and-to-ap- 
pear fo to da, For when I fee the fame Chureh; tho? 
ſometimes feemipg to countenance the utmoſt Severi- 
ty as neceffary, yet at other times to give all Liberty, 
and let the Reins Joofe to all kind of Debauchery, I 
have juft reafon to fear they are not in earneſt for Reſi- 
ion: For all fuch irregujar Heats, are a fign of bad 
rinciples, or a diftemper'd Confticurion. Juſt as if F 
ſhould ſee the ſame perfon ſometimes deſperately diffo- 
lute and debauch'd, and atother times intolerablyftric 
and Evere, and this interchangeably and often, Fſhall 
much queſtion his ſtrifneſs, whether it be fincere © If 
his Senſe of Piety were real, it would be more laſting 
and uniform; bed: therefore without Breach of Charity, 
I think I may Iook on him in his greateſt Severity;rather 
to aCt a part on a Stage, and to ferve a preſere 
and Occafion, than, to be really in his mind what ſuch 
Stritnefs would repreſent him. And therefore what- 
ever true Devotion 1s.in any of that Communiog,oughe 
to be afcrib'd to ſomewhat els, than to the Conſtituti- 
on of that Church: For even thoſe things which mw 
are uſed to boaſt moſt of, which F have mentioned al- 
ready,we ſhall eafity find to have little that is truly com- 


mendable, much that is greatly faulty in them; and if 
| are no better,, what, are their worſt? If 
the SubjeCt of their (Zlory.is femefht, what wilt hecome = 


Dad: 
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of the reſt? 
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2. And'therefore Fl] now ſhew what we have juſtly 
to except againlt their fore-mentioned pretehces to De- 
votion. 1 | 07 AAA 

1. Asfor Monkery in general, which they beaſtſo much 
of, calling it Stetav PerjeJionis &- religioſus, as if beſides - 
the State of Men in Holy Orders, that were -a State of 
Perfe#ion, and nothing elſe worthy the Name of Rel+- 
giows, We confeſs, that ſcarcely as to any thing concern- 
ing the Externals of Religion, doth the Church of Erg- 
land diſtinguiſh it ſelf from the Rowifh Church ſd much, 
as that there is not any Proviſion made, or fo much as a 
 Suppoſition of ſuch Monaſteries, or religious Houſes, 

or publick places of Retirement for' deyour” Peo- 

ple, -as they are called, being again wry one, 
us- For tho' we are not ſo rafh ay uttetly to abhor an 
throw. away every thing that at any time had been abu- 
ſed to Superſtition, yet we ate very well contented that 

Monaſteries ſhould never be rebuilt among us, For we d0 
nat look on the Lifeof Monks as any great help to D& 
votzon,of aninſtance of true Religion prevailing where 
they are found; much leſs that they are neceſſary inthe 
Chriſtian Church. - - : 

. For it: evident that the firſt and pureſt Ages of the 
Church did;not knowany thing of them: Almoſt three 
Centuries paſſed without any mention ofthern in Eccle- 
faſtical Hiſtory. : Antony and Perl in the Diocleſian Per- 
being taken notice of as the firſt of that we: 


ſecution, | 
We read indeed of ſome that did lead 4 more than orc 
nary. ſevere Courle, and denied themſelves” much'of 
the (pexbaps) lawful Pleaſures of this Life, t reſpe& to 
or. the-madern Aſretichs 5 tho* it hath been the way c 
the Churehli of | Rowe in AREAS =] Ty | 
Re ek 
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the Lives of the ancient Aſceticks,or mortified Men, dif-- 
fered much from the. preſent Monks of :the Church of- 
Rome. We find not that they engaged themſelves-in a ſo- 
lemn Vow,diſtin& from, or above that of their Baptiſm. 
For whatever. their. general Courſe of: Life was, they 
would. take the Liberty to break their Rule ſometimes in 
order toextraordinary Charity,or when an occafion offer- 
ed it ſelf of doingmore good); as is recorded particularly 
concerning Spiridiox a Biſhop in Cyprus. Nor do we find 
that they always continued in the fameStateof Life ;- but- 
took ſuch a ſevere courſe on themſelves at ſome parti- 
cular times, and on fome ſpecial occaſtons, (as the Na- 
zarites of old did) to humble, and bring their Bodies 
under, and. as St. Paxl-adviſeth the married 3-- but not 
to continue always. ſo, leſt Satan: ſhould tempt them; 
and they reckoned it in an higher.degree praiſe-worthy 
for every AR of Mortification to be voluntary, than 
that they ſhould once forall force themſelves toit: And 
thereforeſtill retained a Power to themſelvesand'did-va- 
ry from this Method-ſometimes, and on 'occaofin would 
indulge themſelves a greater, tho' ſtill alawful Liberty. 
They took not on them the Yow of Poverty, 'nor'pla- 
ced- Perfection in Beggery, but-reckoned every Crea- 
ture of God to.be good; and-even-the;outward pood' 
things of. this Life to be the Gift aud Grace of Ged,-if 
they be well;employed,. according to 1 Pet; 4. 10.-and. 
remembredthat Saying of our Bleſſed Saviour, As 20,35. 
It is more bleſſed to give than to receive. Nordid they vow 
what.the Church of Rowe now calls Chaſtity, butreck6n- 
ed themſelves as chaſte:in Wedlock ;- and as:fas-Obedi-- 
ence, the third part of,the' Monks Vow, they thoughtit - 
ſufficient to obey the Commands of God, and knewnot 
of any. other, Obedience;;dueifrom them, but-oalyto 
their Governours,in- Chureb. and State, -whoſe-Jawfat 
Commands they reckoned —— {7 
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OD — even the Command! 
fe, as many of the Monks Rules apparently do, asmight 
becally made to appear.Such religious Men as theſe,there 
were in the firſt Ages, who: pradtifed a ſtrifter Devo- 
tion than others, that God's Name might -be the more 
hallowed by them,the more it was profaned by the reſt 
of the World, and who were more than ordinary inſtant 
and- conſtant im Prayers for a Bleſſing on the Church 
and$tate, of which they were Members; and by the 
'$tritneſs and Severity of their Lives,made ſome amends 
for the Negligence and Viciouſneſs of the Age i in which 
they lived: 
And many ſuch: as'theſe, ' we doubt not, | 'are now 
_ us, - who'yet utterly diſlike the Pop# 9h Mey. 
nei 'the Monaſtick Life all chis were | 
x elſe deſigned, ” it- were juſtly to be! Gay Nog 
For let Men deny themfelves wandl4s they will, and” 
uſe their Chriſtian Liberty tothe Reſtraint of themſelyes 
by a voluntary Sceifidenial and pray ito kee 
their Bodies under, and thereby 'pet a better Tettiperof 
Mind: But allthis witl not- ſuffice" m' the" Chirch of: 
Rome - For itiis 'riot' enough fbr 2: nia” to live” {6 
{tri& and holy < Life, Wm els he ne" my CENST 
particularly::ro- this pu y', tnoughr” a”: 
Fo eake bo bin al}th{fe Vous of Ci ry, Do te wo 4 
Obediencez and tho' they. be made x0 bis | Ziſhof 
Confeflor, who one; would' think 'were he" 
perſons in the *Cafe; yet ſtill? je" is'/nor' 1 
he cannovbe 36 Gl ate: begins ret uf 
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to live ſtrictly, as the moſt ſevere Monks; but it is their 
being of a particular Order, and living under ſuch and 
ſuch Rule, that is fo meritorious; ſo that by Monkery 
indeed, Monkery is encouraged, and ſome politick and | 
Secular - Defligns anſwered z but the Advancement of . 
Piety and Devotion is not principally deſigned or in- 
tended. But to diſcourſe more diſtinaly of it 4. 

Ina Monaſtick Life theſe three things are eſpecially 
remarkable, 0 

Firſt, The ſecluded, and perhapsEremetical way of 
living which they lead. 

Secondly, The Conftancy and Regularity of Devoti>- 
ons practiſed there. 

irdly, The Severity of their Rules, and Auſterity 

of their Lives. <->. | 

But I muſt needs fay, that there is little of true De- 
votion, that I can difcover in any of theſe : | 

Firſt, Their being (hut up from the World, - or dj- 
ving in Deſarts, is no very proper Ioſtance of their De- 
votion, or agreeable to the Deſign of Chriſtianity. +-- 

For a man ſhould converſe in the World, elſe he can- 
not ſo well underſtand it, what is amiſs, er wanting in 
it, nor how even to-apply and place the Emphaſis of his 

Tayers.. £147 199 STISIn7 77 SIT ITS 
A man that lives ina Wilderneſs, or ſhut up always 


in a pea. it is pollible that he a himſelf 
free from the Defilements of the World 3 but yetitmuſt 
be looked-on as much\more-noble and to 


comers in the Worldz and yet 00 avoid the Pallution - 


it... - p 35 Re 73 308 21 4.0 08 4 Fs 
And tho' by ſuch a ſecluded Life he may eſcape one 
kind of Temptation, yet ſtill he will-be at leaſt as liable 
Fleſs and Temper 'as ever. And if he avoid fome-Sins, 
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Cenſoriouſnefs, ſpiritual Pride, 


Moroſene6,Melancholly, 
andother Sinsof as __ Nature asthofe, whichby being. 


ſhutup from the World he pretends to avoid. And yetſu 
as theſe are generally | and obſervable in the very 
| Looks, Converſationand Carriageof Monks and Hermits, 
Indeed Retiredneſs ſometimes is an excellent help 
to the Mind, by giving it time to recolle&t tt wr 
pr to reflet on its former Miſcarriges, and the 
better to prepare it ſelf for its future Encounters in 
the World. But a man may exceed in* the Mea- 
fares and of this, as well as of other Conveni- 
cies and Jawftul Enjoyments; and fo it may become a 
Snare and an Evil to him: For the mind will” 
be as: much tir'd with Solitude as with Bufineſs - Befides, 
that the Devil is always moſt bufie when mer! are ide, 
and Diverſion and Recreation is as neceflary to moſt 
Fempers, as Health and Cheerfulnefs are; and fitsa man 
_ ever) for the Daties of Re : of Devorton, ns 
Mind in a conſtant Bene, 4. 
ſhoxt rime weaker its Spngand 6 dull its Edges and the 
Ads of Devotion in ſack a mind, will, it's to be feared, 
be rather a formal piece of Drudgery than areaſonable 
Service.. And though we ſhonld gram, that by being 
confined to.a Monaſtery, #marr might better efcape the 
Defitements of any kind of Sin;;' yer it'mult be granred, 
that he cannot be in fo wuck capacity of doing good i in 
the World as if he converfed freely with its © 
And Smzowes quotes it av a'moft remarkable Sw: / 1. ©: 12. 
of ſome of the firſt Monks, Thar he 
thas abſtainsfromEvit but dath noGoog,cughtro 
med a very bad Man” IG CorninE of Ry 
up © take Careto-do Good "—_y bat 
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16 Of the Devotions. 


the'Good.of Men being more advanced by it; and there- 
fore, though that man that lives in a Wilderneſs, and 
ſerves God there when he- is forced to'it by Perſecuri- 
on, may hope for a Bleſſing, tho' he be- alone, and 
neither worſhippeth God in Publick, nor gives'a 
Example to the World; yet he that runs into a Wilder- 
neſs to be wondred at and admired, and neglects the 
ordinary and moſt uſeful way of ſerving God, there is 
too much reaſon to fear he hath his Reward; At leatthow 
far ſoever it may pleaſe God to pardon his blind Zeal, 
and want of Diſcretion, yet certainly this Exampleof 
his ought not to be recommended to all; as a Rule for 
them to walk by. - The firſt Monks we-grant, were ve- 
ry good and pious Men, and were compelled to forfake 
their Houſes, and live in Solitude; but it is very unrea- 
ſonable to make their manner of Life a Pattern to be 
followed in thequiet and peaceable Ages of the Church. 
For this would be to ſhew our: ſelves inſenſible of the 
goodneſs of God to us, in giving us the Liberty, of ſer- 
ving him freely and open'y's and that we dare pro- 
tels our Religion without fear of loſing our Lives. And 
for the ſame reaſon we-ſhould ſtill chuſe tocelebratethe 
. Sacrament in an »pper Room, becauſe our Bleſſed Savi- 
our, and his Holy Apoſtles did fo; and ſhould haveour 
religious Aſlemblies in Crypts and Vaults under Ground, - 
becauſe the firſt Chriſtians, in times of Difficulty and 
Perſecution, often durſt uſe no other. NOT 
Andas theSolitude of a Monaſtick Life isno proper Af 
fiſtnce or Expreſlion of true Devotion; wasnotknownin 
' thefirſt Agesof the Church, and afterwards was not taken 


Living, which are given us by himſelf, apd his Holy 


A | joyn or ſuppoſe any fuch thing, -.'We 
are always | &( to live 1n Company and-Sodiety 3 
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and accorpingly the Precepts of our Sayiourand the A-. 
poſtles are. adapted tothe common Caſes of Men,'and the 
Concerns of ſuck as. converſe: freely in the World./ And 
therefore'l muſt-needs {ay,; that it- hath been-very. wiſe- 
ly. ordered, that-there.ſhould: be new. and diſtin& Rules 
ade for thoſe: that delight in- this ſolitary, and Mona- . 
ſtick way of Life - For they are ſuch a kind of men as 
the Goſpel of. Chriſt hath no proper Rules for.:: . |... | 
Secondly, And 1 am: ebay] that there /is- as little, true 
Devotion, in .their- fo; frequent. and conſtant. Pray- 
ers enjoyned/and; pradiſed i in their Monaſteries, though 
this -be: end ytheonly is moſt- commendable in. their 
js of was you only wayby which they themſelves 
can pretend. to do, any Good in the. World. (If I except 
thoſe, whicharebut very few,that workwith cheirHande) ok) 
; Praiſe; and Prayer, is therefore. acce table - wit 
God, as it is. in . the volunrary Exp of our 
Souls , 2 Free-will, Offering Sacrifice ; which we - 
offer to. God, . in. conlideration of  his.. infinite. Ex- 
cellencies and Perfe&tions in_bimſelf, - his former..un- 
deſerved Goodneſs to. us, and our Liableneſs 10, him. 
Now - the conſtant. Prayers uſed. in their. Monaſteries, 
in more particulars than one,comeſhort of that true De- 
yotion, due from Men.to their Maker : For Ny.ore are 
as much as can be forced on a, rational 
acccount muſt needs loſe much of. their V —IpES oy 
coptanyanghs . The - Moxks are obliged by yoo Rules of 
their ſeveral Orders to fay ſuch and ſuch; Prayers, and 
juſt at ſuch and ſuch times, whatever Devotion, or.In- 
tention of Mind, they baye;z and-they. e ſever 
iſhed. if they, fail of. them. . Ex; 
.at.two or three a Clock. in 
;often;.; and at, ſo; very 


18. of the Devotions: | 

Apd' yet this: they mnft do in Imitation of ſome 
holy Man of Old, whois recorded to. have. pray'd 
at theſe Houres z whereas - theſe - Mens. Devotions 
18 frot Warm enovtgh 'to keep: them awake” when 
they are at Prayer. And- therefore theſe Prayers. 
not being the free Eimafiations of their own mind , 
rethinks the praiſe of them is fot. ſo much due to the 
Monks thetnſelves, as to the head/atrd founder. of. their. 
Order, who obliged them to ſuch Rules. WIG. 

- And their Devotion is little more praife-worthy thah 
that of the Jews at Avignon, atid* ſeveral other Places, . 
who are once in-a- Week forced -to- go to Church and- 
hear a Sermotz, (as theſe Mirke are) at leaft to fit-there 
whilft a Sermon is preached, and return home as good: 
ChiMiamasthey went thither. 22 

Burt then they ate not only thus ſtrialy obliged to- 
ſuch Hours bf Prayer, for that were ſomewhat tolerable, . 
they might youney be Mtent on their Prayers, notwith- 
ſtanding. But they are #t- the ame time taught,” tht 

they need only fay the Words with their Mouths z it #s- 
not abfolutely treetſfaty that their tnind ſhould go at 
with thein; and this together with the other malt feeds - 
ſpoyl all true Devorion. The frequency and unſeaſe-- 
nablenes of their Prayers, will 'make Ft very dficuſt- 


g, 

For them ro#ttend asthey t.atrd heir Do&rinecon- 
ep} theNo-neceflity fy > mb at Prayers, will- 
certaihly make theth to yield to theſe difficulties, and 
Þ there thay be abutdance of Words ſaid, but ho Deve- 
Befides all 'this, they have a way of eaſed of 
this trowble of the Prayers, fot according to their Caſu- 
Its, it is aMlowable for a man to get vr hite atiother. 
En ono 
ther there be a juſt Reaſon or Occaſion forit or no, - 4 
| Sher 


of the Chireb'of Rome. Ty 
conding'to an excellent Mexing of theirs, Ni #d Valo 
rene,  Tuſtitierns requiritnr Cauſe. © 2 
| hr if a 4 this, Men ſtill Yo be more than they 
_ need firit in their Prayers, according to the Rules of 
. their Orders, | they almoſtconſtantly offend in the End, 
and Deſign of their Devotions. For they do them not 
ſo much to benefit the World, or work themſelves up 
to @ better temper of Mind 3 But to perform a task im- 
poſed on them, and whichthey have vowed to: perform, 
-or eſpecially to merit by their works. For they donot 
ſo much as pretend that this ſtrifneſs in Devotion 
is abſolutely Neceflary for their Salvation, (for elſe why 
do they not enjoyn ittoall, ſeeing all have the ſame need 
of Salvation? ) and therefore the ſole end of all this 
ftritneſs and conſtancy in Prayers, is only to get Hea- 
ven for others. Which —_ befides that it will 
mightily diſcourage Men WO Charity, from 
ing very intent on what they. do, when they 
are ſenſible they Labour only for another ;.It conn- 
tenanceth alſo afalſe and dangerousDodrine concerning 
the Merit of good Works, and incourageth all vicious 
prattiſes in other Men, who will hope to be ſaved, tho 
not by their own Prayers, yet by the Prayers of theſeho- 
ly Mowke faid for them, OI ooo 
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on themſelves,” as they profeſs for the fake-of -Relipion, 
by coarſe and wneaſfie Garments, ſcanty Food and Fare, 
long and tediows Watchings, frequent 'and. cruel Whippings,. 
. and. Laſbings, and other ſuch Courſe: and Harſh Treat- 
ments, which they uſe towards their 'own Bodies. /' 1. 
confeſs I pity them, but can, diſcern little. or- no true 
Chriſtian Devotion in them. Tr | | 
For all Severity to our Bodies is not Devotion, or any 
part of that Self-denial which the Goſpel requires; nor 
1s this of theirs, though they pretend it to be for the ſake 
of Religion ; but their inſiſting ſo ſtrictly on it, and va- 
Iving themſelves ſo much on it, is. of very bad Conſequience 
to Religion. ; | \7 
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-he deſigned and intended, with which he is well pleaſed. 

And it too often. happens, that mendo Ations having a 
ſhow of Sandity, and of great Self-denial, which yet 
are received. by 'God ' only,',- with-a-who hath required 
this at. your bande@.- 1 oe nt 


c * 
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_ Self-denial indeed is commanded in ——_— .and 1s 
neceſſary alſo tomany andexcellent Purpoſes,toſubdue:a 
man's Paſſions. and: AﬀeCtions, and +toi-bring; him'to a 
right underſtanding of himſelf 5;to-put a'man/in; mini 
of leaving the pleaſant things of this World; ſenſibly: to 
affet him with the Condition ef thoſe that are in Miſery 
and always wangthem,and to inure him to bear paticnt- 
ly.the adverſe things, or whatever it ſhall-pleaſe.God'to. 
lay. upon him... It is neceſſary-that a men;ſhould haveia 
mind always ready and prepared toloſe all for Chriſt:and 
therefore he ought often to deny himſelf ſomewhat for 
the Sake of Chriſt, that he may: give full-proof to him- 
ſelf, that his mind is affeQed:/as it;ought.to. be': Andby 
voluntary. Ads of this Nature he;preſerves-a Pawerover 
himflfand.is.much the morefitted for all;the Accidents 
of Lite, and for the Exerciſe of Devotion: rn NJ 
- But let a man have a care that he;keep-within 'due 


eſs /both in.the Mea- 
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22 - Of the Devotions 


contentedly, cheerfully, and without Diſtration : As a 
Man may be to blame alſo for his Charity, when with- 
out a juſt Occafion he throws, or gives away all; Forif 
.this Courſe were allowed or foHowed, the worſt Peo- 
ple,and they that know leaſt how to uſe an Eſtate well, 
would be the richeſt and Owners of all,and the only per- 
ſons in Authority and Power. | 
And' he tranſgrefſeth alſo in the Ed and Deſign of ſuch 

Severity, when he pretends to merit by it, and h 

to buy Heaven (which is the Gift of God) with a few 
Laſhes, or a little Money. 

. And Thave too much reaſon to undervalue and dif- 
like the'Severity of the Monks on both theſe Accounts. 
They oftew tic themſelves up to fach s of StriQ- 
nef3 as areabove the Meaſures of a man,and conſequently 
not to the purpoſe of Religion and Devotion. And they 
«ways defign to purchaſe Heaven for themſe|vesor other, 
by the [Merits of fuch Sufferings: At the ſame time 
undervaluing the Sufferings of Chriſt, and over-valuin 
their own;' and yet making them of leſs worth 'in $ 
Eſteem than elſe they would be, by their own ſetting fo 
high a price upon them. ag 

And befides all this, heirinaning 5 ſtrictly on theſe 
pieces of Aufterit "erent ore ! ſuch Religion and Perfe- 
ion in them;is of very illConfequence to other purpoſes. 

It makes men to acquieſce in the wears as the end, to 
content themſelves with having performed their Faſts, 
their Number of Prayers and Laſhes, without ever aim- 
i_ any Reformation and Change of TemperandPra- 

es3 than which nothing can be more abſurd in ie'felf, 
or more contrary to the Deſign of Chriſtianity. | 

It makes men alſo to eſteem this or that kind of Meat 

or finful,which really is not; which doth mich bi 
_ even to Religion: For it diſparageth oe "Creation 
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and brings awevil gp upon. the laid; It neceſſarily 
makes querulous and cenſorious) g _ is _ 
abichowd/bions took ſuch 1 
did a—_ rebuke the Pharifeer of bis Time er raps +: 
this extriordinery prevenor ro Severity, 'brin 

the A of ſuch Men mto'Efteem, wes bs 
Principles, _ TRE ure art cr and 
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That thoſe » that'bave" moſt preg omar 
nded morifled Men, as Momtas- 
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a}, as far as they find it-neceſlary: or expedient-; (But 
' for. this ta be bgought into -a"/ trade, is.the;moſt prepo+ 
fterous thing in the-World.-/ >Eſpecially,: let them have 
a Care of cenſiiringand judging. others,-who::rreadinot - 
exactly in; theif Steps, 10r-of :over-valuing themſelves, 
on account. of; this ſevere and ſ{ttittcourſt of Life.: For 
it is evident that for the: moſt part it is] not-Religion 
brings them thither;\ or'avy Sroneinatg lepoak ie 
votion 5 but their Parents fend: them thither as: a pretty 
cheap way of /ptaviding: fot their: younget Childeen; 
that ſo-they may beablethe more honautably'te' diſpoſe 
of the reſt agreeably to the-Grandeur of: the Family. 
Therefore if ; they. will  commend/-the Inſtitution. of 
Motiaſteries, as a good and frugal way: of breefling up of 
Youth, or. of providing for a ſpare: Child-or. two, let 
them do what they will. - But 1t is not' to-be ſuffered, 
that when they ſerve eſpecially,ap only to ſuch Politick 
ends ;; yet. that.they ſhould be boaſted'of as the beſt; 
or. only. Chriſtian; and Religious way of 'Life, asf 
the Perſons in them. were -the only; Religiowe, © and 
all others were ſecular, and-in ſome Meaſure-Profane; 
Beſides it is very wnreaſonable for- Perſons to be ſhut 
up in, Monaſteries, ſo as they are, when-they-are young, 
and before they can have fully conſidered-whiat-L 
tations they. may have, or how. they ſhall be able. to 
bear and withſtand them; and yet-if:they-have'but ance, 
thoughof a ſudden, through their; own Mclancholly,or 
the Infinuation of others,” take the yow. on, themſelves; 
there is ordinarily norevaking or drawing back for ever. 
It is very.crxel alſo for Perſons to.be;put-there, with» 


out any deration of- their ſeveral Tempers,” and 
Circumſtances. .For inſtead Comal ” Publick;, 
which they pretehd, it robbeth the World of-c1any-an 
one that would have been uſeful to it in. an Attive/Life 
and Station. 
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ſuch Mortification, as the melancholly:and deje&ed..O- 
thers cannot bear the Striftneſs and Confinement,: the 
weak and-fickly.And'/now*'to force this ſame courſe of 
Life-:on-all, or fuch a number of Men,indifferently, islike 
the Cruelty of that Tyrant that would make all men of 
the ſame length: And the beſt: that can be ſaid in the 
caſe, is, that the Perſons who thus confine 'and ſhut up 
their Children and Relations;are/like tothe Perſecutors, 
who in the like manner ſhat-up. St; Cyprian,” which cer- 
tainly was Cruelty in them, tho by ſodoing, they gave 
him-a greater: 7 HOG for private Devotion. - So 
"that in truth/I look on the Monaſteries, as they are now 
ordered, to be rather a kind of Priſons, and places of Pu- 
niſhment , than convenient places.of Retirement in or- 
'der to the freer and-more undiſturbed Exerciſe of Reli- 
gion and Devotion. And if I am not miſtaken, the 
Church of Rome her (elf; whatever ſhe pretends, really 
thinks ſo of them: For the worſt Puniſhment - that ſhe 
inflits on a Prieſt for one of the worſt of Offences, viz. 
for his'violating the-Seat of Confeſſion, is, that he ſhall 
be condemned to be ſhut up ina Monaſtery; and Idare 
fay, that he and T agree in thinking that to be a ſevere 
Puniſhment, rather than an Helpto Devotion, :- 
'1:Secondly, And/if the Multitude of Monaſteries in the 
Chaurech:of Rowe is-ho certaiti Signof Devotion flouriſh- 
ing among them,they have little reaſon to boaſt of their 
works of Charity: For it is moſt plain, that the biggeſt 
-part of their Charity is turned this way, to the build- 
ing and endowing; Monaſteries, and to the Encourage- 
ment-of the ey Hqaos 'y Fre 
'- But befides this, though Iam very loth to find fault 
with/any pretence to.Charity, yet T have too much rea- 
ſon on many accounts to. think very meanly of all that 
- which'is practiſed jn the:Church of Rome: For whate- 
' verharh been given to'that.Church' under the:Name of 
e1h2t5s E Charity, 
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Charity, and is now enjoyed by it, hath for tle moſt 
ae PAT one and is as il] employed. | 
And here { will not treatofthetemporalPower of the 
Pope himſelf, and'of the ſeveral Prineipalities which be 
ftands poſiefied/of in Kal and France ; for they cars 
not be ranged under the Head of Charity, according to- 
my acception of'the Words though it might be eafily 
made to-appear, 'that 'they have generally been gotte 
by unjuſt and unlawful, 'or at belt by barſhand cruel 
Means,and ſuch asione would not expe&t fromthe Succeſ- 
for of $t.” Peter. 'But1 concern myſelf with finallerand: 
are 6 conſiderable, that generally a third part, often 
half 'the Lands of a Country are the Propriety-of the- 
Charch, Now all 'this is (gotten chicfly + from | men 
that are dying, who can keep their Riches no longer, 
and'thereforewho.do-notfo much grve this from them- 
ſelves as from'their Heirs3and is efpecially. as it were, to- 
buy Heavens and a man maſt have a molt deſpicab 
ſteem'of Heaven, who will notgitve all-che.good things 
of this Life, when he can no longer uſe or enjoy them, 
for the Purchaſe of it : And whatisgiven from{o-bad a 
Principle, 4s. conmonly applicdto as/bad a'purpoſe. Te 
ts a common Obſervation, that in allthe Papiſh Coun- 
treys the Poor/are themoſtimiferablein the'World; amd 
theirSecular Priefts'too-are: generaliyinafad Condition, 
notwithſtanding the infimte Kiches :of that Church :: 
And ſo the Regulars only have any confiderableadvan- 
tage by them 5 and'they-atfo, as it were, club together 
to ſet up one great Man as'\Cardinal;or Head of their Os- 
der, in mighty Pomp and State; and heap Richesand: 
Preferments on'him tilt ke;can hardly bear | them, ''$0- 
that one can fearcely fuppoſe fo Riches -as that 
Church is in-common endowed with,” to be:gatten/ingo- 
&wer Hands, or-do tef6 Good than 'it doth amongſt 
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them.. Let themnotctherefore boaſt of their Charity, whilſt 
amidſt fo great Plenty, they faffer the Poor to want ſoex- 
treamly;z and.yettomakea Show build a-fineHoſpital in 
two. or three of theio-chief -Towns': For _— no 
where in the World do the Rich more exalt themſelves, 
and tyrannize over the Poor, no where is therea grea- 
ter inequality of Conditions; no where is there fo much 
wen to the Church and Charity, afid no' where is the 
tate ofthe Church engroſſed into fo few Hands, to 
maintain. Grandeur, rather than to be a Relief to Po- 
verty.. For the Cardinals above Seventy in number are 
maintained out of I and wt ue 
by their Creation ro Kingy, 'and fiperiortoPrin- 
ces. Now if this be Gtariey vo kay a prodigious Re- 
venue for the Maintenance of theChurch and Poor,and 
yet to employ this to the Luxury of a few, and to let 
the reſt periſh, I wilt acknowledge the Church of Rome 
to be:the-moſt charitable Church'm the World. And 
if it be faid that a-great deal indeed hath been given to 
good and truly charitable uſes, but is now perhaps mi = 
employed: I anfiver, it of vpn it may be (o, yet (till 
I have ſome reaſon to queſtion it ; For their Doctrines 
of Merit, and.of buying Souls out of Purgatory, &c. 
are.enough to fpail their works of Charity, and make 
themeo' be rather eſteem'd a Bargain of Safe than a free 
_ on os wr irgg or run any th this 
orm, 1 give'#Þis to 4 Mona, pr the good of m 
Sauk, or.of the Souls of other porſen? choeaſeh, or fr th 
Honour of ſuch # $airt; but ſeldom for the good'of the 
Poor, the Maimenance and Support of true Piety and 
Religion; or for the Glory and Honour of God - And 
yet io my Opinion fuch as theſe are the only ends for 
which a —_—_ to beeeftcemed charatable,or will be 
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- But now onthe other ſfide,though the Church of Exg-- 
. land. own, not. either Purgatory, .or any other of their 
Pick-pockct Dodrines,yet Charity urged by us fromtru- 
1; Chriſtian Principles, bath;had: more force, 'and-done 
more good.than all-their:-Tricks and Devices 'purt toge- 
ther; For ſo Dr. Wilt bath in part ſhewn; and itmight 
be more fully demonſtrated, that in theſe laſt 1.20, or 
130 Years, .fince.the ſettling of the Reformation among 
us, there; hath been, more and greater Churches, ' Schools = 
and Hoſpitals built and endowedybetter. Proviſion made 
for the Poor ; more and better care taken, nov.6nly for 
the Maintenance, but eſpecially for the Inſtruction of 
the ignorant and meaner ſort of Peoples «In ſhort;, all 
parts of Charity more fully exercifed, than can be ſhewn 
1n any the like number of Years ſince Chriſtianity came 
into this Countrey. Indeed the general-Stram: of our 
Peoples Charity runs to the doing of more good, and is 
more properly expreſſed than ar FIGHT 0s 1 
build Monaſteries, . in which Proviſfionis made for a few 
people to live in Idleneſs and Luxury, under pretenceof 
Devotion /and Retirement ; Ours relieye the Sick and 
Needy (tho not Regulars) and think it better Charity: 
to preſerve a poor Family from ſtarving.(of which fo- 
many thouſands die in PopiſhCountreys) than to main- 
tainan idle Monk or N#z, or to-make a Preſent to the 
Lady at Loretto, or offer Candles and Tapers to the - 
mage, or Saint. of the Town im which we live.. We, by: 
ſo beltowing our Charity, both honour God, and:dogood- 
to Men., They do neither, but da Homage to.a. Saint- 
that neither knows them, nor receives any-Good by the 
Honour which they give them. 5 46%-SLEO1012 277 
It is indeed confeſled, that our Churches are not ſo. 
adorned as they ought ſometimes: But that; is: no Faule 
of our Church, but of the Iniquity of the: Times; and- 
of thoſe Diſlentions which they raiſe among us; but ge- 
C NErally. 
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nerally they-are decently grave, and as well fitted to af- 
fiſt a devout mind without Diftraftion as can be. We 
love. to: have our Churches neat ' and handſom ,: to 
ſhew: we do not grudge whatever may be required to 
make them in ſome meaſure a fitiplace for Divine Wor- 
ſhip.z but we ſee not any neceſſity of having them fo- 
ſplendidly rich and fines we think it would rather di- 
vert mens minds from the Buſineſs-of the Place, than'af- 
fiſt them in the Duties of it. 9197, 

In ſhort, in no part of Charity can they pretend to 
exceed us, conſidering our Circumſtances, unleſs it be 
in that of Prayer for the Dead, when they hire. ſo ma- 
ny Maſles to be faid for them ; but we think not this ſo 
much Charity to the perſon deceaſed, ' as to the.-Prieſt; 
for he doubtleſs recerves moſt Benefit from it. | 
Thirdly,, And whatever they pretend; the great num- 

ber.of Saints canonized andcommemorated among them, 
is neither a Sign of their g6od State and - Condition 
of their Church, nor istheir keeping ſo many Holydays: 
in.remembrance of them any inſtance of true Devorti- 
ON: 7 
As for many of the Saints which they commemorate 
we own as well as they,and can pretend as gooda right 
in them as they. can, becauſe we own, and will ſubmit 
to whatever can be urged from them; ſuch are the Bleſs 
ſed Virgin, the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts ;andafter them 
alſo the Biſhops, Martyrs. and- Confeffors in the Primi- 
tive Church c. But we confeſs that we have'not the ſame 
eſteem. of many. whom they commemorate as Saints,atid 
utterly difallow of their Canonizingor Saintingofthem: 
For many. of them (I believe) never lad any Being, but 
in the Fancy of: theſe Saint-makers, who yet are com- - 
memorated, and prayed to as well/as any-others.- Suck: 
are.St. Longinus, under which name they have made # 
Man of : the Spear which pierced our ay "5 
17G No: 
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Body. St. Alwachivs, on Jan. 1. which only comes from . 
the Corruption of Almanack 3, St.. Armphibalas, who was 
only St. Albar's Cloak; St. Urſula, and; her 21000 Vis- 
£10, of whom no Foot-ſteps can be found in-true Hi- 

ofy. Many of them, I fear, it had been better thatthey 
had never been, as being notorioully vicious and-ſcan- 
dalous in their Lives. And others, though more inno-« 
cent, Fer if we believe what is written 12 their Lives, 
were ſo prodigiouſly ridiculous, that. a wiſe and religh- 
ous man would be aſham'd of ſuch Company. To hear 
Men in an Extaſie of Devotion to talk Nonſence, or to 
preach to Birds and Beaſts,to run naked, to wander vo- 
luntarily in Defarts, ec. is more likely with ſober men, 
to bring their Perſons and Actions into Contempt -and 
Scorn, than to affe& them with any quick Senſe of Re- 
ligionzat beſt it will excite Menonly to that extatical and 
enthufiaſtical kind of Devotion, which was in vogue a- 
mong the Heathens, whoſe Prieſts were beſides them- 
ſelves, when they ſpake in the Name: of their Gods;and 
their moſt celebrated Exerciſes of Religion were ſuch 
kind of irrational Actions; but there is nothing of this 
at all countenanced under Chriſtianity: For the Goſpel - 
would make us wiſe as well as devout; and it is not re- 
quired that we put off the Man, but the Old Manand 
its Vices when we become Chriſtians. - 

And © though - we are ſenfible of many n_ us 
that have been very exemplary for Vertue and Pi- 
ety, and have no reafon to doubt of their Salvation ; 
but have as full Aſſurance of it, at leaſt, as they haveof 
their Saints; yet we are very ſhy of canonizing or faint- 
ing of them, ſe we know not Mens Hearts, not 
dare we to preſume to diſpoſe fo abſolutely of Heaven 


- a# the Pope doth, We thank God for thoſe that have 
lived” and - died well among 


us, and exhort ouri pebple 
to imitate all the Good which ſhewed it ſelfin thents 


but 
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bat 'we know not to what purpoſe Canonization is. IF 
it be only to recommend their Vertues to Example, the 
Canonization of them will ſignifie no more than thebare 
Hiſtory oftheir good Liyesfaithfully recordedwould do; 
burif it be in orderto praying to them we utterly con- 
denn it. And its too plain, Fac this is the end of their 
being canonized: For from that time ſolemn Prayer and 
Invocation is allowed and offered up to them. And this 
I believe hath been an occaſion of their falling from 
the Truth of Chriſtian DoQrine as well as Praiſe :- 
For they taking ſuch a 'man to be a Saint, think them- 
{#lves obliged to follow and vindicate whatever he &4i- 
ther did orfaid, as holy and true, not configering that 
thebeft of meer Men have beetguilty af Miſtakesand 1m- 
perfeQions; and then much more may weſuſpet theJudg- 
ment an4 Underſtanding,theVertue and Piety of many of 
thoſe that fillup the bigger part of the Rowiſh Kalendar, 
Andfor'"the fame reaſon we think: there 4s not much 
Religion or Devotion expreſſed in the keeping upthe 
Memory of ſuch Saints, by ſo:many Holydays:-oblerved 
among rhem. | 
If they commend their Holydays for the opponufftls 
afforded in them of ferving Godin publick, we have 
fich Conyeniencies'io many places every Gay. 
If they commend them as days ſet apart to Reſt /andl 
Idknefs,we are not altogether of their mind;for we thipk 
wehave asmany as our Poor can well ſpare ; and arcfure 
that they *bave more Holydays than their Poor cav af 
fatto oerve.” SotharthicirBotySays reno Advantage 
toany.TheRich need themnot:becauſeiftbeyhaveAbli- 
ries;they may be idle. and luxurious every day:Butthey are 
agreat Evil and Burthen tothe Poorgwhen they areforced 
to loſe fo many Hays from their Work, by which they - 
vuld maintain them vesand theitFanllies Andthough 


the Popes, by reaſon of this Cry of the Poor, have been 
Wo] - | ; | prevailed 
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-prevailed with to cut-off many of thoſe days of Idleneſs; 
yer ſtill in moſt places-the Number of them is intole- 
Table, : TRE of AYITHg 

Fourthly, As for Tmages,l ſhould have thought it more 
Proper to range them among the Hinderances of Deyoe 
tion, did I not ſee the Men of Roe to plead earneſtly 
for them, as Helps and Aſſiſtances, and to blame us for 
not uſing them, and paying no reſpe& to them, ; 

I confeſs my ſelf not acute enough todiſcern howthey 
can any ways advance Devotion : For their paying ſuch 
Honour and ReſpeCt to them as they do own and acknow- 
ledge, mult needs be a great Diffredion , it diverting 
the Mind, and making Men ſpend their religious Reve- 
rence on that which is expoſed to their View : but their 
paying ſuch Worſhip to them as they do pay, but are aſha- 
med to own, 1s flatly deſtrudive to all true Devotion. 

They indeed plead the Ignorance of the People for 
the neceſſity of Images, and call them the Books of the 
Unlearned : But they muſt firf# ſuppoſe their Peoplein- 
ſufferably ignorant to need ſuch Helps as theſe are. And 
to give the Pricſts their due, if any Ignorance would 
ſultce to juftifie ſuch a Praftiſe , they take caretoheep 
their People in Ignorance ſufficient : And then if they 
are ſo ignorant that they.cannot worſhip God . without 
an Image, the Church cannot be. ſecure, but theſe fo-(il- 
ly People may worſhip the Image for God or Chriſt ; or 
at leaſt as having ſome extraordinary Vertue 1n it, and 
{o make an 1dol of it, eſpecially when they ſee the Eyes 
and Hands of the Image tomove,and ſee anekt ar )abicts a 
by the Touch of it, as is frequently. pretended -and be: 
Lieved to be done: So that either there is-no need of I- 
mages, or great danger in the uſeof them. , 

I confeſs, I am not of Mr, Baxter's Mind, who thinks 
that they may be properly or ſafely uſed: to excite De- 
votion; at leaſt I muſt confeſs my ſelf of a differenttem- 
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per from him. Merhinks I AG Godi in greater Ma- 
jeſty to my ſelf, when I conſider. him- in. his Works of 
Creation and Providence, than:to fee him pictured, as 
in the Clouds, though with Thunder in his Hand, And 
my Saviourappears more lovely tomy mind and thoughts 
_— I confider him as coming into the World and- dy- 
for'us, than when I ſee him pidtured -and carved on 
. ifix. For it is more uſeful to ſee him with the Eye 
of Faith thari of Senſe ; and:it is not_the. Proportion-of 
his Body repreſented to my Eyes, but the Dignicyofhis 
Nature, the Love that he bore me, and'the Paſſions of 
his Soul-for we, that I admire moſt, and which no Pen- 
 cilican draw.” 
-Befides,'a- Pidkure or Image tells me nothing but what 
I tin before and it is by what I.knew before that'l 
can make ſenſe or any devout uſe of: this Piture ; for 
elfe I might take it for another profane-and idle-Story. 
And Iwould fain know whether: the: reading canfide+ 
_— the 26, and'27th. Chapters of Si Matthew 'Tilligo: 
compranletia 'the 


pious Heart much - more-than the feeing 
A De a Pifhure:! Conelnly if this will affeC 
" Senſteand fi har lb ro —_ will more work on 
our Reaſon, and that to better purpoſe.:; NE 
the ſceing-of any Pidure -ofeen will naturally make 
Jang and: natural eGclingte TNT oe TD 
5. Andif thefeverity- of the Monks tot es Bone 
is not any great $i of Devotion,: much leſs can the Au- 
ſterities by the common People turn to.any great 
pry many imp 
'cedito it a Map io 
ch; ewes wry 1s. o_ Frm 
:dav, 'the | Meaſure and: End of F 
reſolved i it, * That no Drink breaks a 
<.or Chocolat 5and:begaufe it.6 not wh ple 
x Ty OI you: bs As | 


&. For that is but aquarter of a Meal; and if a man ſbonld 
4 chance tobreak his Vow of Faſting thus, he is not bound 
+ to faſt another day for'ic, unleſs-on/a newBbligatione 
& And if all this be too hard, you maybe diſpenſed with 
&« for your whole Life,and that whetherthere beany juſt 
<< cauſe for itor no. Nay, Servants, tho they eat-ne- 
« ver ſo gluttonouſly af the Scraps, they break no Faſt. 
Indeed hee need be noRules ſet dawn concerning the 
Poor Peoples obſerving! Faſting Days: 'Fhey are:kept 
low h. without them: 'And as for: the Rich, the 
Faſting is Meck-falting, to faft to Luxury, with-Wane, 
and Fiſh, and. Sweet-meats. Is. not this great Self de+ 
nial? If any therefore are ſtill truly mortified, when 
they can thus hebpit, -I:muft rather commend.their awn 
Piety, and-devour" Temper, -than/the:Ryles.and Qrdeis 
of their Church, which give fo much Liberty; that a 
man maſt have avery orolt-grain'd Appetite, or betin 
the:higheſt degreeſenſual, not tobe willing to-cowply 
with it; © Wedind then no; Fault. with-Faſting-being-ene 
joyn'd, and at fet Seaſons Far weour belvgs gommend 
and'praQiſe & 3 but let it nov be no play tmcks;:butrfor 
trac and real Mortification, -and for the proper Ends-of 
Mortifieation, to-humble the Body:to the:Saut,, and 10 
bring-"the Mind 10 4 better >Fempers: anqþto-theſe 
ends is Faſting commandedoby. (our:Gburblag hut.mor. 


as f*we-fooktd-on'.this! ov that kind:ioff Ment tobe 


unholy, or deljgn'd' to-purchaſe Heaven by: aur: Abſti- 
 Nengc,asthe:'Chureh of Rowe doth. | 2 i L145! 
-6/-And'es for their Pilpmmages} and Worſhip of Re- 
tiques,- they muſtnecdsthave we 1 eve ip: 
For heir Faſts, and\ other Auftermies ſomewhat teſem- 
bletroeChriſtianDotics; bur theſe have no! Show .thar 
way: If PHgrimage be enjoyn'd for Penance, then there 35 
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he foe Sine evevy LG py pans Offering yo all bet ered bo' 
Mal. '1;/L1.. And Fhereover two or threv'ave gathered” Fete og: 


in'Chrifts Name,'he' is. 1 the uo ens are a0 
And the teaching otherwiſe is th ſome meaftire' to revive 
Judaiſm, which allowed O_ w ow Thirdly, be ſerv- 
ed acceptably on ow — the 
Saint is\more-pte 

elſe: But we aayechrloh 
the Saintz-or' Forty, A Thar it is omg thing. 
ſelves that'is ſo crea but” that hath een ; | 


ly diſcarded alrea | | 
_ pr ſur pains #rs'Shgw bf # heir mis 
Ed Lote: to'God;and is Wnt too by wo | 


——_ weir and do'more good by it, 
to be ſure, wil] betrer accept; and the Saint, If he'be 
a Saint, will like” as well And therefore the 1 naki 
ſuch account of Pilg 
Mauhomwetay, than the' Chr: Je gO- 
ingon Pilgrimage to Mecca, toe indiſpen: 
ſable pointsof the Mahometan Superſtition; 
And as: for the Veveration _— ZN " n the Wor 
knows,what'a Cheat is pat on Met afy 
thy,” ee. Mays que'of 
ng ta'a moderate” Zorh- 
putation, I ſuppoſe burocly one*m'a hundred is true: | 
And fore have —_— th ney Hoot be true. ID, v4 
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#y, that ſhe would pacifie the Arger of God the- Father, 
or of the Son towards Meng they,are repreſented:ſevere,” 
and-almoſt erue], to:xender her more-amiable $0.thepeo- 
ek iti her intercegiog for them z = 


their primed allowed Books of Devotion,call her Four- 
tainof Mercy, aud Pity,and other Names of the like Im- 
portance, Now all the aſſurance they have of her be- 
ing ſo-tender and compaſſionate, is. —_ ſhe is 
A Woman 3 but'they are affured of God's Merey, both 
from his Nature--and his Word: They have no Afſſu- 
rance that ſhe, or aty other'Saint hears: thetmy/ nor-can 
they. ſhew how the Saint can: be; rationally ſuppoſed to 
know:every thing that we:do or fay 5' but: they are well 
aſſured that hears them: For he'is ſtiled The 'God 
that heareth Prayer; which Prerogative of his, by every 
Prayer £0:3 Sejnt, they: may- at leaſt i ſuſpe&: thar they 
intrench*pr,--- They-arenot aſſured that the: Sajrit"can 
help, themz-but they maybe fully: fatisfied of his Help, 
who is Almighty.: - They have no: Encouragement from 
Scripture for! praying to'Saints > For thouglvthe [Angels 
xejoyee at the Repertance. of a Sinner. it- dothinov-#6l- 
Joy; that therefore;every concernof Men is known” or 
Prayer heard-by them 4. tuck le that' we'may# pray s6 
them. for the Gift of Repentance, :or any: other Grice. 
And Prayer being ſo conſiderable a'part of Divine Wor- 
ſhip,we need not doubt but the Angels and Saintswould 
refuſe it ; ;For.ſo St. John was: rebuked- for: offering . tg 
worſhip the Angel, though ſuppoſed immediately ' and 
viftibly with him, Worſhip God, Rev. 19.20. (i, -| 

- Sothat.if they. prayed to-Saints:and: Angels only'to 
mediate 'and- intercede for theny to: God); it 1s more; than 
they; haveany: Warrant;or Allowance for: Chriſt being 
ond astheMediator betweenGod andmanz 


and theſettjngup his Servants' in his' Office, ts as fariavis 
poſlible-a depoſing of him. Norisitththis caſe, asitis in 
Courts on Earth(which is their common Excuſe):where 
our, Requeſt to the Cong For:this is done/becayſe'our 
Ki r Perſpns,nor under{tandour Caſe; 

5:05 nor 
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33 Of the Devotions" 


nar can they be preſent in all places, and hear all Cav- - 
ſes themſelves: So that it is often'neceſlary that Princes 
thould employ and truſt other than their own Eyes and 

Ears, Many things they think below themtoenquire par- 
ticularly into; andſumetimesthey will dothat at the Re» 
queſt ofa Favorite, which they would not do for the fake 
of a Perſon that is not particularly knownto them. Bur 
there is no Room nor Occaſion for this in- the Court of 
Heaven: For God-is not only intimately known, -bue 
is immediately preſent to all his Creatures 3 as he hath 
declar'd himſelf no-Reſpe&erof Perſons, but to love all, 
and therefore there is no need af ary Interceſor for us, 
Except the Lord Jeſus; he affets not empty 'Pomp and 
Statez but his Providence extends to every particular 
Concern of the meaneſt of all his Creaturesz and though 
he may give ſome undeſerved Favours, as longer Lives, 
and fu rtunities of Amendment, e*c. for the 
ſake of others Prayers, yet no Man is fo far His Favou- 
Tie, asto be able to perſwade him to reverſe his own 
Laws, and to fave a wicked Perſon that continuesin his 
Wickedneſs. On all which Accounts there is no Occa- 
ſion of praying to the Saints ſo much as to intercede for 
us, as the Church of Rome pretends. But to pray to 
them to bleſs ws, and give «s this or that Tethporal or 
Spiritual Good, as they of the Church of Rome praftiſe, 
and to ſuppoſe them to have Power to help us in-thisor 
that particular Difficulty and Diſtemper is plainly into 
lerable: For this is in a great meaſure to revive Hea- 
theniſm, by which Men worſhipped this or that God 
for. this or that particular Caſe. They muſt grant the 
Saint to have, t h not an Original, yet a moſt cer- 
tain and derivative Power, according to which he will - 
not fail to affiſt them-that worſhip him 3 and in-alf fuch 

Prayer, methinks they even terminate their Worſhip 
on the Saint: For if I pray to a'Saint to help me in; 


_—_ 
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or that Dificulry,, with a fall JON that this Sang 
hath fufficient Power to help me, though I ſhould qu 
_ this Saint received this Power from God, yet m 
ayers terminate on'the Saint. | Tadeed the Saint is 
6 Ge for that Power "but 1'ſeem to own my 
l fanly obliged to the Saint, to or his applyirig this” Fg 
general Power to my particular Caſe : Tut ef Tam ab .: 
to a man for giving me an Eſtate, though he's Bo <# 
holden to the Governmentand Laws, that either he ens "20 
joyed that Eſtate him(elf, or Was ry Ow red to give 
to another. th 
Beſides that they often pray to Gints far ſich things, 
which, tf they be only Creatures,they can hay e no 5 3449 
er to give; gr'to be even f© much as the Inftru «eb '0 
convening to us;” and 'yet tis notariovs, © Fen 
tothe Saints for Grace,for Pardon of Fo 


fret painſt them. So'in Bonaven- ES | F bo 
ture's: I N: Sami i dj. DES. Th 006 ER 


publiſtied for the .uſe of the: peo 
tho't ie Tranflator; and Publiſhes prope s 
that he had purged; it from che B O76. h | 
phemics which' were m the Haier hen 
er we find ebb elſe tc 


vi 
any 


not qraculantly interpoſe. . 
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for all that, becauſe a ſatisfactor ory Jp not an 
efentialp artoftthe Sacrament, but-an 
But if Jn all this the Co Coofeſfor wilt ds Perance; 


the Penitent may perform what he will of it: For, ſays - 


Tolet,” if he doth not perform his'Penance, his Abſoluti- 
on ſtands good, only when he comes to Confeſſion next, 
he muſt confeſs that he did not perform his } and 
ſo his Non-performanoe of penance will paſsawayin the 
Crowd of his other Sins;” and-there'is an-end'of it.” And 
if Oo pleaſe them not, there is an eaſter: way ſtill; if need 
: For you nmiay get another man to do your” 
fy you. I not this a fine eafie way 'to en wa 
the faſting andtarving of the Poormay be 
for-a fatictacon for the 'Sins and Dobavchery-bPrehe 
Riche Indeed Eſcobar from Spares, lays, 'There ought 
to be a juſt Canſe for one's performing penatce for ano- 
ther: But a __ other DiſtinQion Ao helprthem, #o# 
ai valorem, ſed a uftitians requ 'ritur cauſa, ithe: tice 
is valid, though _ be no err And —_ 
there be a Canſe or no "it is not doubted, ſays Eſcobar, 
but one may perform the penance for another, if the Con- 
feſſor will give leave: And it is tobe hoped thereareſome 
natur'd Canfeffors'to be:found :-Bur- 
rdinal * Tolet is more free and generous than: * Tolech 
Eſzobar himſelf 'in/ this point-: For' he tells the 11; = 
Confeſlor, That he muſt impoſe a lighter Penance, 3. c. un. 
if he ſees the ' Penitent will not performs a harder, 
without ever telling the Penitent, "that this lighter will 
not ſerve his turn; 'or without ever putting himin mind 
of his Danger, or of the neceſfity of a harder penance 3 
and wholly commits it to the prudence of one Prieſt to 
-dirniniſh- the penance ou two codes another din roherd 
out ſoimuch as oncetelling 
will not ſuffice. So that in MN 
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ther Confefſor nor Penitent are any. furtheraccountable 
that I perceive, if too-ſlight a- penance' be enjayned, 
the Sin is pardoned notwit ilnoding, And;laſtly, he 
goes on, and ſhews,that though the Penitent beenjoyn- 
ed to perform his penance in his own perſon, yet hemay 
transfer this to another, without his Confeſſor's leave ; and 
, yet he {ball obtainthe fati;faFory part of penance,though 
not the averitorioxs,. that is, he ſhall be-expus'd frope joffere 
ing evil 3 but ſhall not -y&ri#-much at God's Hands b 
ſuch penance. AndindeedI think he is very unreaſ : 
if he expe& mare : And beſides all this, the deſign of all 
penance: being only to fatisfie the Debt of Temporal 
puniſhment-due to. their Sins,there are ſeveral calje ways: 
provided by-their Ghareh for the diſcharge of it,beſides: 
the ſeverepenance, as e. g. ſeveral ſhort Prayers, to the- 
ſayingof which ſome ſcores of thouſands af years pardon. 
are annexed, tofies:quoties 3, there are large Indulgences 
granted at; Jubilees., and at ſeveral ather 'goad..Tuness 
end nisy atany time be: bad for 4 good Sum of Money. 
And if 8 man take 'no'Care of bimſclf all his Life; yet if 
he can purchaſe Prayersto be ſaid for himafter bisdeath, 
2t will ſerve as well. And though the Penance be never 
ſo eaſie, and be performed as teri _— yet the Abſo- 
hation, by which they ſhppoſe the Debt: of eterndl,pu- 
niſbment is diſcharged, muſt be as compleat and. full as 
poſlible : For fa the afore-named Cardinal, witha great 
deal of Concern, takes Care that the Abſolution benort 
090-7 yrs 4s &,'g. ON wy ty gt 
amend your Life, or perform your penance; it malt 
be pronounced blolurcly, without any if or and, thus, 
4 abſolve thee, &c. tat 37's? ; Hits 
-- Now. would'not any one: think, that the Church. of 
Rome, by this Method 'of Confefions and Penances fo 
taught: and pradtiſed among them, rather defigns to find. 
out the Temper and Inclinations of peaple;and to dive 
; | mto- 
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into the Councils of Men, or to anſwer ſomeother 
ſuch politick End grtet np advance picty. TONE, 
-or Amendment of Life in the Penitcot? I am ſure they 
can have'na hearty reſpeR for. Devotion, when they are 
taught to look on their Prayers to God, as a ſevere Pe- 
nance; and yet which they may be releaſed from by 
winning a Game at Cards, as is too commonly 
Known. 
©: 9, And their DoQrine .co the Merit of good 
mu and Ko ogation, as it 1s he, ſo we: ow: 
look on it as any Encoura t to otion;zf or 
Ie chcis Goh. 
+ what is require Men, in their 
0! and Pengnces be enough to fave their x Soul they may 
very eaſily do'more than js FF quired: For they.cannot 
'dolefs, if they do any thing, though indeed one would 
_ thar any that con Jr the Nature of the Ga- 
Site or the'Words of our Sayiour, ſhould ever provend 


ye Rope, their Dottrine to rue inthelepoints, 

hey cannot be Fought to adyan SEND rather 

hinder it; For ſeeing it 1s Caeachar, patural for Me) bow 

to love his'own Eaſe, every one will. be 
fel” that" many ha 
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before now, their Disburſement ſo-much exceeding their 
Receipts; and the Credit of their Bank ſeems to depend 
wholly on their Od ftock of Merit which the Ancients 
laid up for them ; and yet they- grant that this. was ra- 
ther caſua}, than out of Deſign, or good Nature: For 
the Saints defign'd only to make ſure of doing enough 
for themſelves; and it ſeems that leſs ſerved their turns 
than they thought of, and the reſt was laid by for the 
uſe of ſuch rich Sinners as the Church would ſell it to. ' 
So that all this Stock of Merit, which the: Church'of 
Rome hath fo great occaſion for, and of which-there is 
made ſo prodigious an Expence, 1s at the beſt but a 
Chance and ſpare-heap, which they cannot tell how they 
came by (for every Biſhop hath the ſame Title to. ſuch 
Treaſure-trove that the Biſhop of Rome hath,) nay, they 
have reafon to fear there was never any {uch Treaſure : 
(For I doubt not bue the. Saints jn Heaven will thank- 

fully own, that they have received more. from God 
than they deſerved, or could challenge- ) to be ſure, 
they knew not how, much there was ever laid-up, nor 
whether the Stock be ſpent; and yet they ſpend as x. 
ty now, as if they had been only laying up till this time, 

and that the Treafure were now firſt opened. Fey) 

Many other ſuch Abfurdities and. unanſwerable-Diffi- 

culties there are in their DoQrine of fonghr Nha in their 
praiſe of applying the® Merits to the uſe of others, 
And is it not a diſmal thing, that the Prieſts of 'the 
Church of Roxve ſhould-teach men to truſt in, and as to 

Salvation,depend olurePe on theſe,of which they them- 
ſelves have no manner of Aſſurance norGround to hope, 
Is not this to play with Men's Souls and Eternal Salya- 

tion? And eſpecially can this be urged asan Encourage- 
ment of Devotion, when, if it were as true as it is falſe. 
It tends: direQtly to make Men vicious, .. and to:negle& 
Devotion: For fo a Man will. think if there be ſach-« 
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Stock in the Church, why ſhould nothe 'have a Share 
'of it as well as another 2 And if one can merit for ano- 
ther, why ſhould not he depend on others, as well as, 
_ they on his Merits ? And ſeeing Merits may be bought 
as the Rowan Caſuifts have adjudged, he may think it 
very reaſonable that other's Merits ſhould be given him 
in exchange for his Money. So the Reſultof all is this,ac- 
cording to this Dofrine,and the ſuppoſed Church-ſiock,, 
only onething is needful,and that is Mozey ;z and this will 
fully make up all lack of Piety and Devotion. id 

Io. And the belief of Purgatory,and of the: validity of 
Prayers for the dead, is noproper Encourdgement of true 
Devotion:For true Devotion js ſuch as we perform toGod, 
agreeably to his Will, when we know what we do,and for 
what ends,and have a promiſe or hope afSucceſs;but when 
| a man prays to Gad to deliver a Soul out of Purgatory, 
he -muſt ſuppoſe as true. ſeveral things, which are e1- 
"ther falfe,..of at leaſt very uncertain 3 ſo that he cao 
never pray. in Faith, or without great perplexity and 
diſtration'of mind; for he knows not whether there 
'be any ſach place or ſtate as Purgatory: For Scripture 
fays nothing of it, nor the Fathers of the three or four 
ficſt Centuries. He knows not whether the Soul that 
he prays for be. in Purgatory ( if there ſhould-be ſuch 
a'place ,) for it may be ini Heaven or in Hell, for ought 
he can tell.” - And if the Soul be in Purgatary, he knows 
not whether it be Uſeful or Lawful to pray for itz. for 
God hath given us.neither Command, nor; Encourage» 
ment, nor Liberty ſo to'do, * Nay, there are ſeveral 
particulars which they themſelves cannot agree on.con- 
cerning Pwrgatory, viz. What Sins are promiſed there 2 
How:the Sonl' without its Budy can be tormented there 
with 3 material Fire? Who are Gods Inſtruments in pu- 
niſhing the Souls'there 2” For the Devils are not.3 and 
how the” Pope by his Indulgences can, apply the Sons 
OL. ESITTDDEDS 191, LG AN, wb s #7 NET 7 ons. 
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Qions of Chriſt and of the Saints ſo as to deliver any 
Soul outof _— > And if there be ſach a place, 
the Pope himſelf by his Example doth enough to dif- 
'hearten all Men from endeavouring to deliver the Souls 
of their Friends from thence: For it is not doubted but 
he can deliver all out of Purgatory, he having the Com- 
mand of the Treaſure of the Church. And it muſt needs 
be a wonderful Diſcouragement to a Devout Mind, that 
among fo many hundred Popes, there ſhould not be one 
found fo Charitable as ro releaſe ſo mary thouſands of 
poor Souls that Iye under intolerable pains, and fo 
mult lye till thelaſt day, or till the debt of their tempo- 
ral puniſhment be paid. If the Pope can do: fo much 
with fo little Chatge or Trouble to himſelf, and yet will 
_ do it, furely I have lefs Reaſon to do any 
thing. 

Nor doth it follow, that becauſe it is a part.of ac- 
ceptable Devotion, for one .Man to pray for another, 
whilſt living here on Earth ; that therefore it is as plea- 
ſing to God, for us to pray for Souls ; ed Pik <.. For 
our Prayers for others on Earth, are either for Tempo- 
ral Bleſtn , or for the means of Grace. We pretend 
not to delice God to reverſe his awn Laws,.. and.ſlave 
ſuch a Man, let him be as bad as he will 3 but to make 
him Holy firſt, and then to make him Happy :', And to 
Pray any otherwiſe for another Man, naturally. tends to 
repreſent it as feaſible to reconcile a wicked Li with 
the hopes of Heaveh ;. but when a. Man js dead he can 
Work no more, nor make any uſe of the means. of Grace 
and therefore there is no room for this br; to. 
for him, he is not capable of Repentance, and Glory, and 
| Amendment, and of being made fit for Heayen.... . ;;. 

' Laſt, If they boaſt of the, validity of the Orders, of 
their Biſhops and Prieſts, as an Encouragem eo Ne: 
votion, the-validity of the Sacraments nig 
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much on the hi of the Mititry 5 We anſwer 
that we have a yo Ap properly and truly of Chriſt's 
ſending as any rch in the World; againſt whoſe 
Ordination and Miffion aro, ke be objected: We 
deriving the Succeſſion of 'not only-from 
their own Av but from-the Britih Biſhops before 
'his time, which'i the only Regular way of "Miſkion, h 
that we ein of, except that of an extraordinary Com- 
miſſion from Heav'nas St. Paul had. And T-would not 
that there were that to be objected againſt us; that is 
juſtly objected againſt them, as to the SheceſRon of their 
Popes an fince the Reformation n. Forthe Ele- 
Aion of C_ V. _— molt —_— peneronmey 73 
one that comes by Simony into t is 
ry own Canon Law, by the Bull or Conſtitution 'of 
Talins IT. a 604g in the Council of Laterer, Ar. 1513. 3 
ro Ji looked on' 4s 4 ician, Heather, . Publica, and Seprimi- :.. 
one true EE _—_ _ _ be matle valid Hoconly * 
a r and yet t 5 line, 'were 

jtrxate ent Cardinals by this Sixt” V. or* received cos 
that Dignity from thoſe that. received it from him ; 

which is-the very Caſe of this preſent Pope Innocent 


- As for their Owing; ie is plain 'that't hve more 

dividews among themſelves, _ they _ char 

with; For they have not only ſuch/as openly 

and ſeparate from them, but'great and violent diflentis 
ons among their own Members, and-ſach as live mm the 
Communion of their Church, one againſt another, and' 
each party pleads-the Dottrine of the Church, and De- 
cifions of its Councils. And yet the Po pe himfelf, not-- 
withſtanding his Infallibility and nmr S fees cannotz 
or dare not determine which + in the R os or tg. 
Ie.) is True. 
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So that whatever Power and. Anthority their Church 
hath, it hath no good effet to ſuch ends and purpoſes, 
to which Church-Power 4s deſigned to ſerve, - the en- 
couragement of Holineſs and Vertue, andthe diſcoun- 
tenancing-of Vice, the Preſervation of the DoQrine-in 
Purity, and of the Members at peace one with -ano- 
ther. It is true they are more able torſee the Laws of 
their Church Duly executed 3 but it is to their diſpa- 
ragement to have. ſo much Power, and yet to-do fs lit- 
tle good with it. As for us, we had rather deſerve more 
then we have, then that it ſhould be ſaid that'we have 
more power then we deſerve. And whatever -Power 
our Church wants, and whatever loſs 'Religion ſuffers 
by this means, we juſtly Charge the Church-of Rome 
with the guilt of it, who have made all Princes jealous, 
and affraid of all' Church-Power, by their invading 
their temporal Rights under pretence of a Spiritual Ju». 
risdiction. paths" 

In ſhort, though ſomewhat. may be ſaid for the worſt 


thing, and a very bad Cauſe may have a great deal plea-: 


ded in its Vindication, as we have ſeen in all the fore- 
going Helps and Inſtancesof Devotion, which the Church 
of Rome boaſts of; yet if we conſider them, they all 
in ſome reſpe& or other come ſhort of what they pre- 


tend to.; ſeveral of them being very improper, many- - 


pany Nonſenfical and Ridiculousz they proceed from 


ad Principles, are done inan undue Manner and -Mea-. 


ſure, or to ſerve ſome bad end or deſign, or ſome ſuch 
other way offend ; even the moſt ſecure Pradtices,which 


moſt reſemble true Self-denial, are countenanced or en-. 


joyned rather to make a ſhow, or to gratifie ſome Tem- 


pers, then to advance Devotion; for exceſles and-over-: 


\ aftings are often Infirmities, and the effets of  Weak- 


neſs; ſteddineſs being the moſt certain ſign of Strength, 


as the ſhaking Pally is a Diſeaſe and Sign of Weakneſs, 
as well as the Dead one. Oey 3- I 
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there me not be a Diſpenſation granted for the doing of 
it, or a Pardon for it when it is done. of 
And: all Indufgencies are direQly deſigned to hinder 

Devotion, for they are given to free Men from the Ne- 
ceſlity of arte nos, Jſrequent Alms and Prayers, &c. 
which elfe would have been enjoyned as Penance ; and 
yet we know that thele are the chiefeſt parts of 'Devo- 
tion. | 

And as their genera] Doctrine” concerning the validi- 
ty of Pardons and Indulgencies is very deſtruQve of alt 
true Piety and Religion: So, | 

Secondly, Their conſtant PraQice of giving Abſolution be- 

fore Penance,isin a more eſpecia] manner influential tothat 

Durpoſe. For the People are taught to believe, that 
by thePricſts faying, T abfolve thee, &c. the Sin is atu- 
ally pardoned by God': And though indeed their 
Guides of Confeſfors advife that Abfolution ſhould nor 
be given till Penance be impoſed and-aceepted yer 
when the Confeffor thinks that the Penitent will accept 
of the Penance, he may abfolve him firſt'- Thar is, the 
Perſon may be abſolved before he accept the Penance, 
or even promiſe to perform it ; but it is their conſtanr 
Method. to abſolve him before Penance be aQually per- 


SE. ae ns er nk WS 
_ ”" Now if their Abſojution” be-of force, the Perfon' is 
free from his Sin, and fure enough of Heaven, ' whether 
he perform any Penance or no: Which Pratice gives 
all imaginabfe Focpubaeingrs and Eicenſe to Sin ; the 
fear of Penznce being the ovly reſtraint from Sin which 
they. pretend to ; bur if the Sin be fully pardoned be=— 
fore Pevaics be accepted or performed : I ſee not why 
a man ſhoufd trouble himſelf much for the performance 
| ix Pepances he fees plainly that it is only an Appen- 
biz that'is afed to be annext to Abſolurisn, [but is nei- 
ther neceſlary in it ſelf not for Abſolution 3 the Sin is- 
”; | pardon'd 
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pardon'd already, and at the worſt there is only ſome 
temporal Puniſhment to be ſatisfied for, which be may 


get rid of ſeveral other ways. 0 
Nay indeed the true and ancient-Notion of Penatice. 


is utterly deſtroyed, by its be | and perform- 
ed after proach or Penance according to [the 


Primitive uſe of it, was a ſevere courſe of: Life preſcri- 
bed to a Perſon that had grieviouſly offended, ' as a pro« 
per Method for him; at the fache ries to teſtifie his own 
ſorrow for his Sin,” and abhorrence of it, and to-create 
in himan Averfation to the Like forthe time to come3 
and alſo to fatisfie'the. Church of all - this, that fb he 
might be admitred'to-Abſyhition and the Communion? 
And therefore their Penances were always:publick, and 
indeed it is by publick Penance only thar'all' theſe ſo 
S00d' ends'can poffibly be anſwered : But now in the 
Church of Rowe, 'the Offender is pardoned without a- 
ny thing of this,#he is not put'to any-/grief for” his Sin 
before he beabſolved. Ir is left wholly to his own Ho- 
neſty and Genefrvſity whether: he will perform any'Pe- 
nance for his Sin. 'Niy indeed' fo loath are they 'to ap- 
pear ſevere againſt Sin, or Cruel to the Sinner; that 
whery in ths Council of Trent fome would have-revi- 
ved this Diſcipline, by eriating publick” Penance; they 
were violently oppoſed and over-ruked 5 tho-St.'Grego- 
ry a Pope of Rome had' held it 'to be” of | Divine” Right'* 
and their Caſuiſts fince teach that a Confeſlor: cannot, 
or ought'not to enjoyn a publick Penance: So'that by this 
means a M#y is not'To much as to'be*put' tothe” bluſh 
for his Sins ;' o#mo ſich Penance-mult be impoled" by 
which the 'Sin'may be'known, and he 'is ſare'that 'the 
- Conkeffor to fave a Kingdom dare not reveal or diſco- 
ver it. STET 413 4 
Thirdly, Theit DoQrineconcerning thENatureof ſeveral 
Sins, is ſuch: as maſt needs rather A purage Men-to cons 
Sig q. tinue 
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tinue ir Sn, than deliver us from itz and. will '{poil all 
true Dcyvotionto God, and that due. regard that we 
ought to have to his Commandments. ! | 
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--They'tel us thtire)is- a vaſt number. of Sins in .thelr 
own Nature. FVenial,. which are ſo very inconfiderable 
that an infifiite number of them altogether will. not de- 
prive a mart of the Grace and Favour of God, or make 
up. one Mottal Sin,; end for the Pardon. of which. there 
no ned; on accelienfor the Mexcy.of God : And yet 
they have po certain Rules todilcover whether a Sin be 
Mortal or Venial, ſo that men are in wonderful danger of 
being cheated in a maiter of fo great Moment as their E- 
ternal Salvatipn.: Pr gt ry 
. They tellus alſo, that an Habitzal Sin, is only a Stain 
left by; former voluntary. Sins, and a Deprivation of 
habitual Goodneſs; but hath nothing <ke that is evil in 
it From which DoGrine it neceflarily. follows that a 
matt is guilty ouly &f thoſe Sins, which created. this Hom = 
bit, ol pr tbere- is not an babitual Repentance, or ' 
Courle. of Life required; to get parden for habitual Sins, 
but a few or perhaps one fingle A&.of Contrition. will - 
ſerve. - So that the more a Man finneth the, better 
he may, and.it is a piece of true Prudence to get an Ha» 
bit. of all Sur berimes3- for a Man is accountable only 
for. thoſe Sins. which- preceded. the Habit ; all the Sins 
which follow .t will paſs under the.name of Jyadver- 
texcies, and: as fuch can be clteemed only as: a kind of 
Fenial Sins. n , £230 #313 .-C 
And they not only allow. the Church Power to com- 
mand what dath-not belong to her in-many.-Cafes ;;hur 
ie ſuch Anthority to her Commands, . as to make the 
ifobedience to them the greateſt of all Sins, and make 
way for the breaking of the Laws of God,that they i 
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the Prieſts:are .oblig'd to Celibacy by the. Laws 

Church,and their own Vows as if they were tjot by he 
Laws of God, and their Vow of Baptiſm. more oblig 
to. abſlain from Fornication; -and according! 
riage, 2 Prieſt is excommunicated or. 
Farwicatian, he is only obliged to conkels it ſecr: 

his ather Sins; and the Guilt and Irregularity 
CRES away by Abſolution. Indeed they bring al- 
moſt all Sins under the Head of Diſcipline, not only by 
pretending to give Pardon and Diſpenſatiaons: "eat 
Sins that can be commuted; but alſo when. they _com- 
pare Sins, they are always moſt earneſt againſt ſach as 
tranſgreſs the Commands of the Church. So 2.g.-when 
cobar asks the Queſtion, Phat if I communicate unwoy- 
il; &t Eaſter? He anſwers, That by ſo doing, Þ fulfilthe 

Command of the Church, which is what I am immediately 
bexnd ts: And paſſeth over the Duty of SelFexaminati- 
en and Preparatian fo ſtrifly enjoyned by St. Pax, as 
not worthy to be conſidered: And ſo in innumerable o- 
ther Caſesz, by which means indeed they create a great 
Veneration for the Church, or for that which they call 
the Church ; but thereby make the Commands-of God 
of none effct. | Ton: ; 

. Faurthly, Their very Doftrinecencerniog their Pray- 
ers and Devotions, and their Practiſe. conſequent op it, 
is ſuch as is akogether inconſiltent. with the Nature of 
true Devotion: For, according to the-Church of Rowe, 
the outward AR will ſuffice in many. Caſes, though no- 
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when a man pr. 
for what they fay, Utes Becauſe theC, 
As if in Prayer only the power | the: 
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54 "Of the Devotions 
dience-to its Commands were to be regarded: And he 
confirmeth his Afſertion with. this other moſt cogent 
Compariſon, That -an outward AQ of Devotion, or 
Prayer only with the Mouth, is a true A of Prayer, 
tho without the Intention, as an outward AR of Ado- 
ration of an Idol, though without the Intention, isa true 
AQ of Idolatry.So that for a man to mind what he doth 
when he is at Prayers, or'to be earneſt in his Defiresof 
that which he prayeth for, though it may poſlibly be a 
Commendation, and Accompliſhment, yet it is not ne- 
ceſſary either to the pleaſing of God, or ſatisfying of 
his Duty according to the Church of Rowe. Nay, it is 
a praiſe fora man to draw nigh with the Month,and honour 
hins with the Lips, though the Heart be far from God, not- 
withſtanding that our Saviour, after the Prophet Iſaiah 
blamed the Jews for ſo doing. Indeed fuch a kind of fu- 
perficial Chriſtians will this DoQtrine make, that a Pha- 
ijſce would have been an excellent Man, if he had Jived 
in theſe days. {en 
And purfuant to this Dodrine of the No-neceſlity of 
Attention at Prayers,they take care that the people ſhall 
not beable to attend to what is done; and therefore pro- 
videthat the publick Prayers and theScriptare it ſelf ſhall be 
only in a Language unknownto the people,andare (ſo deſpe- 
rately fond of this Deviceof keeping the peopleignorant 
of what is prayed for, that their Caſuiſts have defined, 
that a Man may ſay his Office privately in other Langua- 
res beſides the Latin, -as in Hebrew, or Greek, but not in 
the Vulgar Language; at the ſametime keeping thepeo- 
ple in Ignorance, and diſcouraging them 1n their De- 
votions, and exerciſing their Authority over them in the 
moſt dangerous manner that can be. bs 
6. Their aſcribing ſpiritual Effedts to ſeveral things 
which are purely of chetr own Invention, is machto the 
Diſcouragemenr of true Devotion towards God.” Atid 
ISI yet 


&, 02.07 << 3 "T5 Aa cat 
Y EO Os I » - "0 C 
CY ETFS I 3 © To Wes — 
L "Ye IE A - by [7 


*o —_ y ab = tb ehis ch 6 WE ; PPE” he Era ; - 
= he ed tote SERIES LOC. png Rt SD OO ORD, OY I Oe PR. es b 
a h: 3 : ot bs rok ale vat Fatt) 5 ITO 4 EY 2 ods 5 ey IH2y 
© FX +. as $ $8 
. bad 4 
*, - -- yo 
_ . ' "= : 
. 
#7 T6 « 
P |] 


"yet they have very many things of this Nature :- As Ho- 
"ty Water,by the Wing Fre with which,they believe 
the Devil ſhall have lefs power over them : Agrns De#'s, 
"Swords and: Medal; which they wear ro preſerve them 
fromDangers z which being conſecrated according to 
. the Rules of their Church, have through the Devoti- 
-on of the Perſons, ' and the power of the Charch;'a 
wonderful good effect, though indeed God never pro» 
miſed any ſuch thing; 
To this Head I may refer alfo, their Roſary, which is 
nothing elſe but an odd Combination. of Pater-nofter's 
-and Ave Mary's. Several ſhort Prayers to the ſaying of 
which thouſands of years of 'pardon of Sins ate armext: 
Their carrying the Image of St. Genovefa in Proceſſion 
at Paris, and other Images in. other Places to obtain 
Rain, &c. and innumerable other ſuch like Prattices, 
on which Men are taught to relie, and to expett great 1 
.good by, though they have neither any inatural-force - 
-or efficacy that way 3 nor any aſſuranee-from God that 3 
ach etfeQs ſhall follow. Nay even: the Sacraments 
themſelves according to. the Doctrine of . the Church of 
- Rome are only ſuch a kind of Charms; for they are ſup- 
poſed to work effeQtually on the Perſon, without any 
Devotion or Vertuous Diſpoſirion: being required of him 
#n order to-it. ' ity 30 dy on 
Now whatever eff-& they - promife' above what the 
natural efficacy of the thing is apt and:able:to nog, 
they muſt have expreſs Authority from God,; or;elſe 
they ſadly delude and cheat thoſe poor Souls thatdepend 
upon them. And at the beſt they are ſuppaſed-only'a 
ſhorter cut to Heaven, an eafier way of -pleaſing God 
.and gecting-his Bleſiing, and: are jnvented only:to;caſe 


ra'Man of 'the ro my Por ate the common-and 
-ordinary rode of [orving-bim by a coriftatey-.and regu- 
157 Sevemthly,, 
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- Seventhly, Their Manuals and Books-of Devotian 
which they give. their: People. to, read, inſtead: of the | 
Seripture which yr 7 ay to: be-uſed, though they 
may deſign them-as Helps, yet I muſt'xange them among 
the Hirdrances of Devotion. | . 
For the beſt of them are fo full of Tautologies and 
vain Repetitions, that they muſt needs come under the 
Cenſure of our bleſſed Saviour, Matt.-6. Wy, they 
uſe his own holy Name. For ſo in the: her, at 
the end of the Manual of Prayers and Litanies Printed 
at Paris in Engliſh, An. 1682. ina Litany of fifteen Pe- 
titions, the Name Jeſ# is rapeated over above 230 
the dud Fiegn, they pray ao her oy qo-fereral Nenn 
| Irgi, they pray to her by 4oſever | 
being only ſo many diſtin iſes of her. And the like 
ts obſervable inall their Booksof Devotion which Iever 
ſaw. Now their ſaying the ſame thiog ſo often over, is 
not. contrived to help and affiſt Attention, or prevent 
Difſtration, or as a Repetition of what 1s more then or- 
dinarily important,or for any. other good and. prudent 
Reaſon, but out of pure Vanity and Qlſtentation, or as 
it were even to flatter our bleſſed Saviour or the Saint 
which they pray to. | 
But moſt of: the Books and Legends which they put 
into the hands of their People to excite their Devotion, 
and by which the Mm take an eſtimate of the Chri- 
ftian Religion, are ſach wretched plainF ies, and 
{o--pitifully contrived Fables, as can never be believed 
by. Men of Senſe, and if they could be believed, are 
poper indeed; to make Men Mad and Enthuſiaſticals 
not to advance true Devotions and he that reads 
only ſuch Books is qualified indeed to tell Stories and 
to believeLies, - bat -no ſerious truth will ſtick to: him 
or be valued by him. So that ſuch Books. as theſe are 
ſo far from doing good, that they do much py + 
| 18100 
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of the Church = Rome. 


ligion 3 for they Imprint a wrong Notion of Religi 
Of Mn Minds 3 wn =mhony has believe that N 
is like a Child pleaſed with Trifles,- that Religion and 
the Method of our Salvation 'is only a Charm and Trick, 
which the Prieſts have gotten the-receit of 3” but that 
there is nothing in Chiriſtianity fit to make a man"wiſe 
and manly in gb Worſhip of God, or in the- 
ment of him and pradtice' of: Devorion: Nay: 
Stories which are told in'the Lives of their Saints, and 
believed by the Common People; are enough even'to 
deprave the natural Sentiments'of Mankind concerning 
God and Religion, fo" that perhaps it were muchbet- 
tef to leave Met! tothe natural: effluxes 'of their own 
mitids, "than to pretend to'affift them-with-fach E 
as theſe. 'That alittle 'Water-or Sronſterared\ Bell 
ſcare he Devil, ot St. Frencii's ' charm and bind 
him, woul d make bn ak have little ar of ſuch anEne- 
tons Ve | , 


how it thould” 
ward Gad, more telying on'his: Providence, - «Oro 


Religiouſly Careful ores imſelf Iſee not: And theſe Sto- 
ries though ſo apparently falſe, yer being'affirm'd. with 
fach Con dence, ſtrike at'the very Foundation of'our 
dt1.3. For it is apt to make Men believe that Chri- 


ſtianity it ſelf was at firft propagated/among'aſad-dull 
tupid fc credulous Generation of Men's ( when as 
rea 


it firſt a red in an Ape as ſharp-lighted, -a3'a- 

» i before or fince, which js wuch: for its'Vindics- 
LN "Rows Tt would tempt a Man'to deſpiſe a Religiva'in 
which ſach Men are Seints, and ſuch Pradiſes- conmen- 
ded 3 And will fer Chriſtianity but on the ſame level 
with modern Judajſes and Mebowetaniſne; Fog the Jews- 
have = for their Cabbale, and the Turks 
fine heir incre i Fables 3 for they are reported on 
Ep ryan credible ih themes, Fer b 


5B -0f the Dev | 
@ axed of the People that acted RED INN The 
which they- relate being aften, Juſt ſo Br | 
md chang ht in the 
Je When: a Man'ooming kong the Teepe Has m_ 
ſerved that his:-body did not caſt any 3 by whach 
thing however ſtrange in it (elf, Nor Magna mach 

the better, nor the. a4. with... ' 2id nit pl 
are, worſe 
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than ridiculous 5 for>there nels 
and;prayers asl cannot tell how 4 af- 
phemy and. Idoldtry, Saint, Bonavemture's Pſalter both tn 
Latin, and. how I mengioned; before, -in which there 
are beticvea thouſand-fach Prayers to her, .or Exp re{> 
Hbnis concerbingher,, whish Icopfels I could Lig ith2 
;Conſience- Ay of -any;::Crearure.. , A exiha 
Mayuos the Maſter of Nt: Thowes Aguinas hath not only 
22 —_ of the Praiſes bf the /7 he Fagin Mi but, allo 


_——_—_— called Boblis Meris Fenn he ap- 
plics ſevetal places pf;Seripture to: ;the irgins Mary >, 26 
3f ſhe; -were- prefigured ih ſeveral ' pallages :j 


Teſtament as well as her Son; ks I-'3. that 

that Heaven thet God wage. Gen. 1. 3-She Was, tht Tk, 
hide God :there wade 4 and {o.gn thr olt the 
-whole Scripture: And however Conpanst y. aceln the 
Books which-they Print in Engliſh for the wit of their 
Converts here :. yet in them we kg 

to or of the Virgin Mary as I cannot. reconcile witl 
Chriſtianity ; . for ſo in the Marne} quaredToigy, in 
the Prayers for Women with Gals they ling bus to- 
her, 


| Heilts the Queen w 
Mother of. Clewencie; wig es 


El&where they pray thus to: her, in 196 Olea 


af t the Lady a8.muab 
and og: 80. 
ſe of the | 
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them: And therefore their Command for the worſhip- 
ping of them is general and abſolute; bur the Limitati- 
-ons-ureſo nice _ wane OO vs pay Foe ſee == 
very'umwilli ny an pto 
_— For © ma Ev Cound of Trent fpeaking of L 
wages, ſays, They are to be thept, and due Honour and 
Veneration p4id to them: And though by and by they ſeem 
as if they would limit this Honour, yet preſently they 
put in ſuch words as make that pretended Limitation to 
Ggnifie nothin ng F For they tell you, That whatever Ho- 
or you pay to e, goes to the perſon repreſented,(v. g. 
to our Saviour) it ry xl the Honor is paid to himwhe- 
ther we intend ſo. or no; And hence you may eaſily ga- 
ther what Honor is due to the Image of en; 6 Saviour, 
. and how little fear there is of paying too much Honour 
to it: For I ſuppoſe we are all agreed there is-no ſar of 
paying too much Honour to our Bleſſed Saviours and 
whatever Honour is paid'to his Image, is paid to himjjf 
we can believe theſe Gentlemen. And agreeably 
unto, it is very rare'to hear of any perſon” ce 
blamed for paying too much Honour to Images, t ;- 
ſurely it is as poſſible for men to be Tdolaters now as. 
the former Ages; and Frcs that neither the com- 
mon people, For al the Prieſts are Men of ſuch” Extra- 
amary.Underſtandi L  as'to be alktope-, 
#4 ow the hke Fenn deaf 
' which is given ſeems only to concern, 
wetis, © Rudibus periculoſs Erroris Orcaſjovem pret 
but there is not one word concerting the' 
may be made of the Image of Chriſt,  or-of a ene, 
There is no Proviſion made that Men be warned not to 
perform too much Deyotion in their Minds to YEE! 


Rnd by what this Council fays the Prieſt unde anc 
. ellenough what i inends; andhereſore rcely ev. 


© they cannot but ſee jt atually commit- 
. And now l 


if there ſhould happen to-be anylIdolatrous 
Workhip pay'd.to an Image; tho the Biſhog hath pow- 
er indeed to fet the Image up, yet he hath not powerto 
pull it down, or to come any abuſe concerning. it 5 
without the leave of the Archbiſhop and other Biſhops 
of the Province, - and. even of the Pope himſelf. So 
unwilling do they ſeem that any Proviſion ſhould be 
madefor redreffing abuſes in ſogreat and common a Caſe 
as theexceſs in Worſhip of Images muſt needs be, v. Con- 
_ cil. Trid. Seſſ. 25. | | ib | 
Laſtly, as we have feen how: deficient and very faulty 
the Church. of Rome is in her pretences to Devotion, 
wee'll now conſider what Proviſion is made for the due 
Exerciſe of Devotion awong oxr ſcetves; that we may 
thank God for: our being ſettled in, the Communion of 
the Church. of Exg/and, and may learn to be conſcientt- 
oully ſtrit and regular in our own, as well as to deſpiſe 
the Romifþ Devations. And in order hereunto, I rec- 
-kon that theſe four things. arg, eſpecially to be re- 
garded., |, TREO 
. Firſt, That among us none but the true Object of 
Devotion is. propoſed to. be worſhipped. God the: Fa- 
ther Son and Holy Ghoſt, none of the moſt bleſſed An- 
gels, or Sajots in Heaven being.ever invoked, of ado- 
red by us. For we look on.them oply as our Brethren, 
and Members of the ſame Church, with; us, triumphing 
indeed whilt we are here below: till in.our Warfare. 
We thank God for them, and keep Feaſts inthe Memo- 
xy of them, at the ſame time praifing God for his Good» 
them, and allÞ ſtirring up our ſelves by-ſuch Copme- 
.morations to follow. their good Example, .and hw 
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dare preach agaioſt the excel and abuſe of Images, Re- 
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think is as much as isdue from usto our fellowCreatures, 
andbelieve that neither God-allows, nor do they expeR 
— us. ; _ 1h FSI YIOTD 5299 
- Sec Only proper Expreſſions of Devotion axe com- 
manded Glow - our Church. J For the matter of 
them they are ſuch as God himſelf hath required to' be 
ſerved by, are- ſignificant of that diſpoſition of Mind 
which we know God accepts, and have-an-aptneſ'to 
the producing of that temper in us which God intends 
to work us up to by them: We uſe all the Inſtances of 
Devotion which they of the Church of Rowe uſe, if they 
be either neceſlary or fitz though indeed often to-other 
and better purpoſe. We pray conſtantly, but- enly for 
the living; for we look on the Dead as paſt - the means 
of Grace, and conſequently paſt the benefit of our Pray- 
ers. We praiſe God for his Excellencies'in himſelf, and 
thank him for his Goodneſs to others as well' as to our 
ſelves : We pradtiſe Confeſſion of \Sins to'/God in: pub- 
lick, and'in private, and 4dviſe it to be\madealfo to the 
Miniſters of Gods Word, when' itis neccflary/for Ga 

ty Counſel and Advice, for the ſatisfying 'ef theirCon-- 


things be performed in a due meafore, proportionably 
to the ſtrength of the Perſon, and the Nature and De- 
gh of the Daty 5 but are afraid women; barge Lay 
| , left men ſhould be altogether deterred from then, 

or acquieſce 0nly inithe outward Ation, or render our 
ſetves and our Cauf ridiculous by an imprudent man- 
agement. We have the Sacraments duly adininiftred, 
as our Saviour commarided them's we reckon our Bap- 
tiſih - with Water perfe@ without Oyl or Spittle > We 
prutch not 'the Cup to the Laity,” nor celebrate folnary 
Communions, nor' admire whiſpering to God in the 
Sacramerit of the Body and Blood of Chriſt; but as 
we hive" received” from ' Chriſt; fo we teach and ad- 
jinifler, withour Addition or Diminution of any thing 
eltential or materia). In ſhore; in the holy Offices 'them- 
felves, and the” behaviour which our Church requires 


they be edebrated with, 'there always a great proprie- 


7 


ty '6bſervable, 'zgreeable to the "Command of God in 
S$criptare, and; the Prattice of 'the Apoſtles and felt A- 
ges of the Church, ' proper to the '(everal parts. of di- 
vine Worlhip, expreſfive'of vur Senſe, conforiant to 
eafon, and the uſeof the World, eſpecially reſpe&be- 
_— had to rhe exciting of Piety and Devotion in 
Thirdly, All uſeful Helps, Motives and Occafions are 
here plentifully afforded and preſſed on Men. For we - 
not only have all our Service m a Language which the 
mearceſt People anderſtatid,' but have it ſo contrivedby 
frequent Reſponſes, thee every Perſon bears apare in that 
Worſhip which he is fo much concerted in, and doth 
notonly hear the Prieſt ſpeak toGgd Almighty,bat prays 
for hit, and is required to joyn tis aflent to every 
Sort Prayer by « diſtmEt Amen. With us theſameSer- 
view nd Rules of Life te enforned to-ah, i Men ha 
viog the fame'Concern in another Life however differ= 
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64 Of the Devotions: 


ent. their Circumſtances and Concerns are in this Life. 
We have conſtant Prayers in every Pariſh weekly at 
leaſt, in many dayly, with the bleſſed Sacrament of the 
, Body-and Blood of Chriſt frequently adminiſtred, nay 
every Sunday, not only in Cathedrals, but in ſeveral 
Colledges and private Pariſh Churches. And we ap- 
peal to all Men whether there be any where more praQi- 
cal Sermons, fitted to the Cafes of Men, ' without Vani- 
y- and Superſtition, than among us 53 Whether good and 
recLearning be any where more encouraged, or where 
better care 15 taken for the due Inftrucion of the Peo- 
ple : The Scriptures being in every .one's hands, with 
us, and other excellent Books made according to the 
Dotdrine of the Holy Scriptures, inſtead of Legends and 
Lives of Saints, St. Bonavertare's Pſalter, and other ſuch 
Books which are really Libels againſt Chriſtianity, and 
| yet are the principal Books which the Prieſts of the 
Church of Rowe commend to their People : For as for 
the Bible, if any one of them hath happened to read 
in it, who is not licenſed to- that purpoſe, he muſt 
_ it as a Sin to his Prieſt at his next Confel- 
ON. Fob | 
And as there are ſuch bleſſed Opportunities afforded 
fo conftantly,. and ſuch Prudent Proviſion made for all 
Caſes Ordinary and Extraordinary, ſo I thank God, we 
can fay that our People are generally very diligent in 
the uſe of theſe Means; (or would be more fo, were it 
not for the Diviſions which they of the Church of Rewe 
eſpecially raiſe among us.) For they may eaſily per- 
ceive that we urge no more on them than their own 
good, and the commandsof God requireof them;though 
our Church knows her Power very well, yet ſhe makes 
uſe of it only to enforce the Laws of God, to explain, 
illuſtrate and apply them to particular Caſes, but never 
to ſet up her own Commands in Oppoſition to them, ” 
: k 


and therefore not to value what Confiares of the C 
 — RG & revieyt is | | | 
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bervies lmporrette hour- Vanity or 'Imp 
long without Tedionſneſs, or Idle Repetitions';” CO 

we uſe the Lord's Prayer often, that no part 'of our Ser- EL 
vice may be without that uns _— and alſoin Con- =_ 
Gra the St Comprehe of it, and of 2M 
bs the fill] Senſe of it all it one hoe: ' And'we teach = 
our People that every 'Manmuſt for himſe}f., for : 
 heſhat prays OTA iris- very! juſt;rhat he : 
d'be Froxy too we-put our * 
People in mind vn; an u epentance is abſo- * 
lutely Neceſſary, -and not a erbal'one only : Thar it ET 
isout of our power, and of any Man's in'the World to. _— 
Fo Dany 6 be We-'x not to'd/- i 
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ALS to. NED, FAY we thus farcibly orefcal 
= Chriſtian. Dutics on all, Men yetat. the. fame 'tnme. we 
F . Watn them/nat-t4o.pretend to; Merit Heaven at God's 

Hand ; but after they bave done their beſt,. to.copfeſs 
they are awprofitable Servants.  Werlay of our Charity ' |. 
- or whatever-el{&/we doin. Obedience to (God, that of S 
his. ow n-w0 give 10 him, and we axe baund t@ theok-bjm: | | 
both far-the:Will and. the Abibey to give... The, Gaſ 
that we pretend to, /is/oply to. make a fmall Ack 
ledgment by. way : of Sacrifice for what we barere 
ved z3;,ve beg of God to accept it a4 Teltimor 
grateful Maud, and we know. that hisG bg 
great,: that he will eþyodantly rewardenhaneſt and fin- 
cere  Sexvanr, though he hath dane no:more'than was 
his Duty-© And we hope-that what- we offer = 
mingled: with: wavy, ImperfeRions, -he will. be ple | 
92 0ePs for the fake of -Curi! as Af ae; wrogy: 
per ea. Fog 


Theſe are:the Grounds hor we bow in our Devo: 
tions, and whatever, we do forthe 
thus deligning.and thus: 
notdoubtbut NE 


on: every fidez wt 
grant for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our Lon. * 


